
 
 

ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY  
FOR THE RESIDENTS OF HEADLEY PARISH  

 
 

MONDAY 28 MARCH 2022 at 7.45pm  
Headley Village Hall, Arford Road, Headley 

 

AGENDA 
 

 
1. Apologies 

 
2. To sign and confirm as a correct record the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  

on 22 March 2021. 
 

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes  
 

4. Annual Reports from the Parish Council 2021/22 
 

5. Report from County Councillor Debbie Curnow-Ford 
 

6. Reports from District Councillors Richard Millard and Anthony Williams 
 
7. Glover Landscapes Review - BOATs (Byways Open to All Traffic) in East Hampshire:  

an opportunity to make views known to Government 
 

8. General questions from the public 

 

 

 

Signed Deborah Chamberlain     Chairman  

         Headley Parish Council 
 
 
The Annual Parish Assembly is convened by the Parish Council on behalf of the residents of the 
Parish. Your Councillors will report on progress during the past year and plans for the future. There 
will be time for you to ask questions and make comments. 



Headley Parish Council 

 

Report from the Chair - March 2022 
 
We have another busy year, challenged by the ongoing Covid-19 restrictions which are now slowly being 

removed.  However, along with everyone else, the Parish Council continues to be sensible and although 
meeting face to face, as is required by law, we are not holding our meetings in the Parish Office.  We are 
using venues such as the Village Hall, Margery Wheatley Pavilion at the playing fields in Mill Lane and the 

Church Centre in the middle of Headley.  We may well consider using the newly refurbished Woodlands Hall 
in Headley Down but in any event, all of the above venues allow a safer, more distanced, gathering of 
Councillors, officers and members of the public. 

 
Getting to know our new Councillors and bringing them up to speed on local matters together with working 

closely with our Clerk & Executive Officer has taken longer than expected due to the restrictions put on office 
working and the use of Zoom.  So unfortunately and unsurprisingly, we have lost one of our newer 
Councillors, Jon Berry.  Our thanks go to him for his service during this difficult time and in his place, we 

welcome Sue Bettin who has been co-opted through the formal process.   Therefore, I am pleased to report 
that we continue with our full complement of 12 Councillors. Our Clerk & Executive Officer recruited at the 
start of the pandemic, Melanie Wathen, has worked tirelessly to see us through a most unusual and difficult 

time in our lives.  She has successfully re-accredited us as a Quality Council but unfortunately has been 
headhunted to work for a Council more local to where she lives.  We are currently seeking a replacement.   

Our Responsible Financial Officer, Tanya Hampshire, will have been employed by HPC for 20 years in April 
2022 and we offer our heartfelt thanks to her for her continued service. 
 

Key activities to mention this year are: 
 

• Re-accreditation with the status of Quality Council recognising us as being representative of and 

actively involved with all parts of our community.  It also confirms we are effectively and properly 
managed (with councillors and officers upholding a high standard of conduct), that we are working 

closely with voluntary and community sector groups  and are also working  in partnership with other 
local authorities   
 

• The creation of a community orchard on the Village Green which we expect to extend in the Autumn 
following a successful grant application from EHDC 

 

• The setting up of a pilot Hoppa bus service linking Headley Down  via Grayshott to Haslemere, to be 
operational and available on Tuesday to Thursday from 3 May.   

 

• The ongoing liaison with the Diocese of Guildford in order to extend our use of their land in Mill Lane 
for sporting activities. We are pleased to report that the overhead electricity cable preventing us 

from using the field for sport has now been buried by the electricity company. 
 

• Liaising with Sports Clubs, funding bodies and amenity groups to manage and improve their facilities, 

including the proposed refurbishment of the pavilion at Mill Lane. 
 

• The recommencement of maintenance works on Arford Common following the approval of a new 5 
year plan and the appointment of a contractor to manage it.  Apart from an initial burst of activity in 
early March, primarily to control an area of bramble growth and saplings with a delayed start due 

the backlog of work caused by the February storm damage, no further works will be carried out until 
the Autumn.  A larger noticeboard is being installed on the Common to keep residents and users 
informed of proposed works. 

 

• The installation of a barrier between the tarmac car park at the Margery Wheatley Pavilion on Mill 

Lane and the dirt track servicing the tennis courts, football fields and agricultural land at the end.  
This has been necessary to discourage antisocial behaviour and misuse.    
 



• The installation of replacement and wrapped Christmas lights on the chestnut tree and a further tree 

near the Village Hall.  We received many positive comments about the new lights.  It is just a shame 
they kept going out!  It would appear that there were electrical connection issues somewhere on 

both trees as driving rain seemed to cause short circuits – we had quite a lot of wet weather during 
December.  We will be working with the contractors this year to try and correct the problem.  
   

Unfortunately, a year never goes by without unsocial behaviour and vandalism somewhere in the parish. This 
year, we have seen damage to the Village Green by the occupants of a stolen car.  Fortunately, the Green is 

fairly resilient but we have agreed to reduce any small car-sized gaps by installing additional posts.  Some of 
you might also have noticed the tyre marks on the small triangle in the centre of village that holds the 
chestnut tree and circular bench. Why you ask? If only we knew. 

 
This coming year sees the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations and the Parish Council has combined with 
All Saints Church and the Village Hall Committee to put a couple of events on during the national week of 

recognition.  There will be a church service, beacon lighting and hog roast on Thursday evening 2 June (please 
contact the Church Office for tickets) and a Big Picnic on Headley Village Green on Sunday 5 June from 2pm-

7pm.  Residents are welcome to bring their own tables, chairs and picnics and celebrate the occasion with 
family, neighbours and friends.  There is no charge for attending so why not join us and enjoy the live music,  
BBQ, teas, exhibition in the Village Hall and participate in the general social experience. 

 
The long awaited final consultation stage of the EHDC Local Plan covering building development plans for the 
local area is now expected in November 2022 and we will have 6 weeks to make any comments.  

Unfortunately, this is likely to be at the busiest time of year for many and the timing of such consultations 
frustrates us as they always seem to fall in advance of holiday periods and normal office closures!    

 
As the Council’s Chairman, I would like to offer my thanks to our team of Councillors, all giving their time 
voluntarily to support the ongoing running of the Parish amenities and facilities.  Their efforts often go 

unrecognised and are sometimes criticised by members of the public.  We benefit from living in a democracy 
with free speech and it is a fact of life that one cannot please everyone all of the time. Looking at what is 
happening in Ukraine puts our local and minor differences of opinion in perspective. We benefit from ongoing 

support from our District and County Councillors both in terms of advice and grant aid.  We thank Anthony 
Williams and Richard Millard for continuing in their District roles and this year, we welcome our new County 

Councillor, Debbie Curnow-Ford. 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting or Assembly called by the residents will be hosted by the Parish Council on 

Monday 28 March at 7.45pm in Headley Village Hall and all are welcome.  However, with Covid-19 still 
circulating, please do not attend with symptoms.   Please note that it may not be possible to give an 

immediate answer to a particular point raised during the evening if the relevant documentation or knowledge 
is not available.   
 

Cllr Deborah Chamberlain 
 



 

To receive the Annual Report of the Chairman of the Planning Committee of Headley 
Parish Council 

The past year is the second year of the virus, and the Parish Council Planning Committee have, like 
all others, been made to adapt to the loss of face-to-face meetings and continue to work together 
via zoom or one of the other computer video sharing sites.  It has certainly made the work of our 
Planning Committee more difficult even after we became used to it, although it has its good points 
such as convenience and no driving. 
  
Your Parish Planning Committee has again dealt with well over 100 planning applications, numerous 
tree applications and the occasional Appeal, just to keep things interesting through another year of 
the virus with some people moving into the Parish while others moved out, with a consequential 
change in house prices. 
  
The re-re-working of the National Planning Policy document on which the new EHDC Local Plan will 
be based continues to be adapted for change, hopefully this time to prevent using up our green 
spaces for building.  It is a constant battle to help prevent this. Green spaces, including gaps 
between settlements, have been shown to be vital in helping us to keep healthy and to be 
environmentally positive – which we all need and which is one reason we have seen quite a number 
of people moving from cities to more rural areas such as ours.   
 
Working as Parish Councillors on the Planning Committee we can make a small but significant 
difference, and continue to help make improvements to our local environment. 
                            
Thank You. 



2021/22 Annual Report - Hampshire County Council (HCC)  

Liphook, Headley and Grayshott Division – 23rd March 2022 

As I write, HCC has pivoted amazingly swiftly from pandemic mitigation to refugee preparations. We 

are working closely with local authority partners, businesses, and residents to identify suitable 

homes for Ukrainians over the coming weeks and months. Hampshire will play a proactive part in 

supporting the people of Ukraine, as we did for Afghan refugees last year. More information is 

available on the Ukraine pages of our website at  www.hants.gov.uk/Ukraine 

The Council 

HCC has 78 elected members, aka Councillors. Each Councillor represents one of the 76 divisions in 

Hampshire and is elected by the voters on the electoral roll for that division. There are 55 

Conservative Councillors, 17 LibDem, 3 Labour and 3 Independent. The Leader is Cllr Keith Mans, 

who has announced he will stand down in May, the Deputy Leader is Cllr Rob Humby.  

Councillors act locally to represent, promote, and support the interests of their electoral division and 

its community and to represent the County Council. 

The Chairman of HCC is the civic and ceremonial head of the Authority and represents the County 

Council at a variety of events and functions. The position of Chairman is held for a period of one year 

only. The current Chairman of HCC is Cllr Melville Kendal, and the current Vice Chairman is Cllr 

Marge Harvey. 

HCC’s four strategic aims are: 

• Hampshire maintains strong and resilient economic growth and prosperity 

• People in Hampshire live safe, healthy, and independent lives 

• People in Hampshire enjoy a rich and diverse environment 

• People in Hampshire enjoy being part of strong, inclusive, resilient communities 

The headcount of employees (excluding schools) as at March 2021 was 12,795. Carolyn Williamson 

took up the post of CEO on 19th July 2021. 

I was elected in May 2021 to represent the HCC Division of Liphook, Headley and Grayshott. I am a 

member of the Health and Adult Social Care (HASC) Select Committee, and the Economy, Transport 

and Environment (ETE) Select Committee. I also represent HCC at Southern Inshore Fisheries 

Conservation Authority (SIFCA) headquartered in Poole and, closer to home, Deadwater Valley Trust 

in Whitehill and Bordon, the Bramshott Education Trust, and the River Wey Trust. 

Finance 

The financial position at Hampshire County Council is not easy at this time. We have been cutting 

costs for 12 years now, but we still have an annual budget gap (from 2023) of £92m. This is largely a 

result of price increases in the care sector and growing demand in adult and children’s services. The 

Government is currently reviewing Local Government Finance and we are lobbying to make sure that 

Ministers and Civil Servants fully understand the pressures on services. Without an improved 

financial settlement, we will face very difficult choices next year. Hampshire is in a better position 

than many counties: we still have considerable reserves which enable us to invest in building new 

schools, expanding existing schools and creating new places for children with special needs.  

Hampshire County Council’s council tax will increase this year by 2.99%. This is significantly less than 

inflation and the amount we charge is the lowest of any county council in England. One third of the 

funds (1%) raised from the increase will be dedicated to funding pressures in adult social care, with 

the remainder used to help resource all of the services the Council provides 

file:///C:/Users/User/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/A437J9YZ/www.hants.gov.uk/Ukraine


2021/22 Annual Report - Hampshire County Council (HCC)  

Liphook, Headley and Grayshott Division – 23rd March 2022 

The Council’s total budget for 2022/23 is £2.4bn. The services we provide include: 

• Adult social care 
• Children’s social care 

• Concessionary bus travel 
• Economic development 
• Libraries 

• Public health 
• Road maintenance 

• Schools 
• Trading standards 

• Waste disposal 

 Where the budget will be spent  

 

 

Alongside revenue budget plans, the County Council has approved a capital programme worth 
£556.2m over the next three years to boost jobs, build schools and cycle paths, and improve the 

quality of the environment. This provision for Hampshire’s infrastructure brings the County Council’s 
four-year total investment in the fabric of Hampshire, to £832.6m. Our prudent financial 
management and strong reserves has made this investment possible. Very few County Councils in 

the UK have the capacity to embark on such a substantial capital programme.  
 

 



2021/22 Annual Report - Hampshire County Council (HCC)  

Liphook, Headley and Grayshott Division – 23rd March 2022 

Impact of Corona virus 

The Council continued to provide these services during the pandemic, adjusted as necessary to keep 

people safe and comply with lockdown legislation. As the country gets back to normal, the provision 

of these is also returning to the usual arrangements. The Council is responsible for providing both 

public health and adult social care services, so we will continue to carefully monitor Covid and 

respond as appropriate. We are working with other councils and voluntary organisations as part of 

our Getting Going Again scheme to help vulnerable people safely return to a more normal way of 

life. 

Families, Children and Education - Highlights 

• Two new SEN schools in Hampshire.  

• Holiday activity and food programme   

• Outstanding Ofsted inspection  

• 92% of 1st preference school placements achieved in March 2022.  

• Over 90% of Local Authority schools are good or outstanding. 

• Continued to deliver school catering support and quality food, throughout the very diff icult 

Covid period  
 

To meet the continued need for more school places, £109m will be invested in new and extended 

school buildings over the next three years, with a further £95m used to maintain existing school 
buildings to a good standard. 

 
See more information on a budget to maintain investment in children and young people’s futures  
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20220118CSDBudgetInvestment 

 

Hampshire Highways 

Thanks to Hampshire County Council's strong financial position, we are currently investing in a range 

of new walking and cycling schemes across Hampshire as part of our £350m Capital Programme. We 

are also implementing Active Travel schemes in over 10 towns following successful bids for 

Government funding.  

Our roads in Hampshire continue to compare favourably with other counties in the Southeast. In the 

National Highways and Transport Survey 2021 Hampshire came top in the Southeast for Highway 

Maintenance satisfaction amongst the public.  

The pandemic was challenging for the Highways teams and for our contractor Milestone, but we 

kept people moving and maintained the roads in good condition. In 2021 Hampshire Highways fixed 
49,462 road defects and resurfaced 336,500 square metres of carriageway. We also cleared 173,562 

drainage assets. The consecutive Storms Eunice and Franklin in February were extremely challenging 
for everyone at Hampshire Highways. We had over 2,000 incident reports and over 1,000 trees 
down. The bill for the response will run to seven figures. 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20220118CSDBudgetInvestment
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Hampshire Highways are trailblazers in the UK for new low-

carbon technologies. We have an award-winning recycling 

facility in Micheldever which produces recycled asphalt for road 

surfaces. We are also trialling non-concrete bollards made from 

sugarcane-based plastic, and we are installing on-street electric 

car charge points as part of a trial in Winchester and Eastleigh. 

The Council maintains 5,500 miles of roads and £136 million is 

due to be spent on highways maintenance and improvements 

over the next three years. 

 

The Environment 

In recognition of the importance of building resilience, the council has declared 2022 the “Year of 
Climate Resilience”. This presents an opportunity for it to increase awareness of the importance of 

resilience and to develop some showcase projects in partnership with key stakeholders. More 
information can be found on the Council’s Climate Change website:   
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange 

 
Since declaring a Climate Change Emergency in 2019 HCC has achieved the following: 

1. Reducing vehicle emissions 

• Hampshire County Council secured Government funding for the pilot installation of 50 on-street 

residential electric vehicle charge points (in Winchester and Eastleigh)  

• Is bringing forward a new Local Transport Plan and Bus Back Better initiative (promoting Buses, 

cycling, walking) 

• And established an EV charging procurement framework for other organisations to use 

 2. Role of the natural environment 

Tree Strategy commenced with a commitment to plant 1 million trees -over 1,250 trees have been 

planted in the past 12 months and we are also rolling out the Parish Pollinator Project. The Queen’s 

Green Canopy in Hampshire – a £0.5million initiative to support tree planting in line with the County 

Council’s wider climate action plan. Advice, guidance, and practical support will be made available to 

assist schools, organisations, and communities to plant successfully – with the right tree in the right 

place across Hampshire, and during the planting season (October-March). Activity will include a new 

woodland at River Hamble Country Park.  Commemorative trees will also be planted at Queen 

Elizabeth Country Park. 

 3. Improvements to HCC’s own estate include 

• £30m Solar/window upgrade across 400 schools, care homes in Hampshire 

• Road materials recycling facility at Micheldever 

• Comprehensive LED light replacement programme 

• A new renewable energy contract 

• EV pool car scheme 

• Hydrogenated vegetable oil for our heavy fleet vehicles 

 

 

https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/environment/climatechange
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Hampshire Waste and Recycling Centres (HWRCs) 

In Hampshire less than 10% of household waste goes to landfill and 60% of waste brought to the 
HWRCs is recycled. Many used Covid lock down as an opportunity to have a good clear out and/or 
do the garden, especially during the glorious summer of 2020. Covid meant that access to HWRC had 

to be restricted and an appointment booking system was introduced in June 2020. I am pleased that 
the system of booking to visit Hampshire’s household waste recycling centres (HWRCs) is to be made 

permanent following feedback from users who overwhelmingly supported the approach. The ability 
to book multiple trips will remain. There is also a pilot to assess if the booking system can support 
“on the day” bookings which will help those of us who don’t plan ahead.  

 
There is a project to upcycle repairable furniture from HWRC sites to the Andover hub for reuse.  

Hampshire Superfast Broadband Programme 

Over the last two years, during Covid lock down, working from home was difficult for those still 

struggling with slow broadband. The good news is that most of East Hampshire already has superfast 

broadband access, and the remainder has been included in the Government’s £5bn Project Gigabit 

Delivery Program for the Rural 20%. This means that many will get a subsidised full fibre connection 

starting from the second half of 2023 through end 2025. The contracts will be tendered this year and 

contractors appointed early next year.  

The County Deal 

The Levelling Up White Paper was published on 2 February 2022 and has presented an opportunity 

for Hampshire. We now have clarity on the models of devolution which will be acceptable to the 

Government. And it is clear that all areas in England will have a devolution deal by 2030. As we move 

towards a County Deal, it should mean more powers and more resources for Hampshire’s elected 

politicians, which should translate into better placemaking initiatives and better services for 

residents.  

Local Matters 

95% of my inbox relates to Highways and Road safety – potholes; road resurfacing; flooding, blocked 

drains, and ditches; requests for traffic calming and requests to have it removed! highways access 

impact from planning applications; and fallen trees. 

Other matters have included reports of antisocial behaviour which our local Police now want to be 

channelled via the Parish Council; matters which involved our MP, The Rt Hon Damian Hinds MP and 

Government Depts. and 3rd parties; potential allocation of HCC land as SANG for housing 

development mitigated. 

I received 3 requests related to Adult Services, 1 relating to proposed cuts in grants to voluntary 

services, and none for Childrens’ Services. 

I have received excellent support from all HCC Officers and Directors to respond to residents’ 

queries. 

With my EHDC colleague, Cllr Bill Mouland, I met with Sgt Poulton at Longmoor Neighbourhood 

Police Unit. I am hoping that EHDC will reinstate the Community Partnership Meetings to enable an 

open forum with all levels of local Gov’t. 

Bill and I also visited Liphook Infant and Juniors Schools and I look forward to their Open Bus day. 
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BLPC Chair, Cllr Jeanette Kirby and I met with Bohunt Academy Head of School, Neil Pittaway. I look 

forward to hearing from the Liphook NDP representative as to what students would like to see in 

Liphook. 

I was delighted to visit Liphook 

library to address the issue of ASB 

and littering in the quiet garden. The 

library not only lends books but has 

meeting rooms, PCs and offers 

activities such as Baby Playtime, 

Rhymetime and Construction Club 

(with Lego and Duplo)  

I have attended Bramshott and Liphook, Headley and Grayshott Parish Council meetings in the past 

11 months and submitted a monthly report. 

Councillor Grants 

For transparency, I’d like to share a table of all my grants in the financial year 21/22: 

Parish Applicant Project Grant 

Headley Friends of The Holme Church 
of England Primary School 

Climbing Frame for 
Reception Year Playground 

 
£1,000 

Grayshott Donec Mews, FitzRoy Summer Room £1,000 

Bramshott and Liphook Bramshott & Liphook 

Preservation Society Archive Storage Update 

 

£620 

Bramshott and Liphook Life Education Wessex for 
Thames Valley for Liphook 

Infants and Junior Schools 

Helping Children Make 

Healthy Choices coaching 

 
 

£1,000 

Bramshott and Liphook 
Liphook Day Centre 

Handling and moving the 
elderly 

 
£1,320 

Bramshott and Liphook The Ark Pre school Classroom Resources £510 

Grayshott Community Heartbeat Trust Waggoners Defibrillator £800 

Headley Headley Down Nature 
Reserve Trust Beech Bank 

 
£1,000 

Grayshott Grayshott Parish Council 
(joint project with Headley 

Parish Council) 

Haslemere Hoppa Pilot for 
Grayshott and Headley 

Down 

 
 

£750 

 Total fund 2021/22  £8,000 

My grant pot will be able to receive grants for the year 22/23 in May  

Many thanks for your support during my first 11 months in office. I look forward to continuing to 

work with you in the best interests of our community and residents. 

Kind regards – Debbie 

 

Cllr. Debbie Curnow-Ford 

Hampshire County Councillor for the Liphook, Headley, and Grayshott Division 

Tel: 07738 289890 

Email: Debbie.Curnow-Ford@hants.gov.uk 
www.hants.gov.uk 



DISTRICT COUNCILLOR ANTHONY WILLIAMS REPORT FOR HEADLEY PARISH COUNCIL’S ANNUAL 

ASSEMBLY 

I am pleased to present my 25th Report as one of Headley Parish’s two East Hampshire District 

Councillors. I am also a Headley Parish Councillor which assists my liasing between the two Councils. 

The District Council’s ongoing Councillor Grant Scheme enables me to grant aid organisations within 

the Parish. This year I made grants totalling £4,402, as follows: Hollywater School (located the other 

side of Headley Mill ford) for their outdoor and leisure activities programme, Holme School PTA 

towards a replacement climbing frame, Headley Scouts for bows and netting for their new Archery 

group, Headley Down Community Church (St Francis) for coffee tables for their community café, 

Headley Village Hall for a defibrillator, Headley Parish Council for fruit trees to be planted on the 

Village Green, and the Headley Down Nature Reserve for information boards and also for new 

ground clearance and tree planting. A varied selection of projects that will benefit the residents of 

the Parish for years to come. The Headley Down Community Food Bank has received direct funding 

from the District Council. 

My District Councillor responsibilities include membership of the Planning Committee (Vice 

Chairman), Audit Committee, and Planning Policy Committee, the Local Plan Working Group which 

continues to be actively involved in overseeing preparation of the Local Plan (due to be published for 

final consultation in November 2022), and the Climate and Environment Cabinet Liason Panel. I am 

pleased to report that during the year that Full Council and Committee meetings have reverted to 

“in person” meetings at Penns Place. They continue to be able to be viewed online via the District 

Council’s website – go to Meetings to access the meeting you wish to view. A proportion of non-

committee meetings continue to be held on Teams. Last year I mentioned that I had become a 

member of the River Wey Trust. The Committee has been very active during the year (including 

dealing with storm damage on the Trust’s land at Bramshott). The Trust has developed a water 

sampling kit to monitor water quality in the Wey, and other rivers. The aim is that the kit will be 

made available to schools and environmental organisations for their use. In view of the growing 

problem with non treated sewage being released from sewage treatment works, the development 

of this kit is timely. 

As you may be aware the District Council’s working relationship with Havant Borough Council has 

been terminated by mutual agreement, and each Council will now develop their own policies and 

priorities. 

Hopefully the District and the Parish will return to a post Covid normal in the coming year, although 

the increase in inflation and fuel prices will mean that we all have to face different problems in the 

next twelve months. 

Lastly please contact me by email or telephone should you require advice on the District Council or 

its services. 

 

Cllr Anthony Williams March 2022 

    

  

 



Good evening 

 

It is nice, and a relief, to finally be able to meet up face to face with everyone after such a 

long period of time with the Pandemic controlling so many aspects of our lives. Now is a 

time to come together and begin the return to normality. 

 

The Pandemic has seen the community come together in the very best ways, with true grit 

and determination combined with amazing organisational skill from many, many people. 

All tiers of Government have worked hard to try and battle through the worst situation to 

support both individuals and business. The volunteer community have gone above and 

beyond and for this I thank each and every one of you. 

 

The District Council has been extremely busy not, only with Covid support, but also on 

some fairly seismic changes to the way it plans to operate and function moving forward. 

 

In January, as Leader, I brought to Members that we should end our joint arrangement 

between East Hampshire District Council and Havant Borough Council, who for the past 

ten years have had a combined Joint Management Team and have worked closely 

together. There are a number of reasons why I felt this the best decision and I am certain 

that the end result will be an organisation that is fit and agile to deal with the changing 

requirements that the residents of East Hampshire have. It is important to remember that 

these residents are the ones that Anthony and I are responsible to. I have placed 

particular emphasis on Planning Enforcement and Planning Services with Welfare being 

the other main thrust of the Administration’s policies. It is my intention that the Council will 

address developments and building work which do not have the necessary Planning 

permissions, swiftly and effectively. 

 

The Council are hoping to move from Penns Place, its current location to another Building 

nearer to the centre of Petersfield. The new building will allow us the opportunity to ensure 

it has Environmental credentials that are first rate. It will also be more accessible for 

residents and offer a far better modern working environment for staff. 

 

The Waste Contract is running well but there have been issues with Driver availability for 

Green Waste Collection. This has been frustrating as it is a national issue. Norse Limited, 

our  contractor has been working hard to ensure when the new collection season starts, 

the issues should be mitigated. The Council is also looking at the potential for adding an 

additional collection round due to demand. 



 

Environmental Policies are now at the forefront of the Council’s thinking and we have a 

series of exciting and innovative policies which are being launched including the Greenest 

Local Plan which will ensure Developers must step up to the mark and meet and even 

exceed Environmentally friendly conditions which we as the Planning Authority will set. 

 

The Whitehill & Bordon Development continues at pace with the next major milestone 

being the agreement to proceed with the Health Hub. This has been an exceptionally 

challenging process, not helped by the Pandemic or the number of organisations that have 

involvement in the process. However, everyone has worked hard together and I am 

confident that signatures will shortly be on the documents that require them.  

 

The Local Plan is moving forward and Cllr Williams is by far the best expert to grill and 

question on this as he is a member on the Local Plan Working Group.  

 

Cllr Williams and myself continue to have our Cllr Grants which we are able to use to 

support initiatives within the Parish. These grants are created to support charities and 

organisations who may not qualify for the larger grants – the process to apply and obtain 

the grants is very straightforward and we can help with anything that needs to be clarified. 

 

Headley and Headley Down is a beautiful area. With luck, the summer will be fine and 

warm and we can all have the opportunity to enjoy it. I wish you all a safe and happy year. 

 

Richard Millard – District Councillor Headley 

 

 

 


