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Headley Parish Council 
Village Hall, Arford Road, Headley, Bordon, Hampshire, GU35 8LJ 

Tel: (01428) 713132 - e-mail: clerk@headleypc.co.uk 
www.headleyparish.com  

 
 

5 October 2021 
 
Dear Councillor  
 
You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Full Council at Headley Village Hall, Arford Road, Headley, GU35 
8LJ on Monday 11 October 2021 at 7.30pm. 

 
Please note that restrictions in line with Covid 19 guidance will be in place. Face masks to be worn until seated and 
hand sanitiser to be used upon entry. Maximum number allowed in the building is 40. Please contact the Clerk & 
Executive Officer if you wish to attend. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Melanie Wathen 
Clerk & Executive Officer 
 

A G E N D A 
 
1. Apologies for absence  
 
2. Public Participation – may speak for up to 3 minutes. 
 
3.  Declaration of Interests  

To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests and other interests from Councillors on matters to be 
considered at the meeting. 
 
The disclosure must include the nature of the interest. If you become aware, during the course of a meeting, of 
an interest that has not been disclosed under this item you must immediately disclose it. Whether you can 
remain in the meeting and the extent to which you can participate depends on the type of interest you have. 

 
4.  Council Minutes  
      To confirm the minutes of the last meeting of Full Council held on 13 September 2021 and the progress of 

actions.  
 
5.  Committee Minutes: To receive the minutes of the following committee and consider any recommendations 

contained therein: 
Planning Committee held on 4 October 2021, previously circulated.  

   
6.  Chairman’s report  
 
7. Hampshire County Council matters  

a. To receive the County Councillor’s Report 
b. To note any Highways Orders for information  

 
8.  East Hampshire District Council  
      To receive the District Councillor’s Report. 
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9.  Financial matters 

a. To receive and sign as approved, a list of receipts and payments made in September 2021. 
b. To receive and approve the account reconciliations and trial balance as at 31 August 2021.  
c. To receive and approve the Income & Expenditure against budget account for September 2021. 

d. Grant applications for 2022/2023. 

e. Review of HPC Fees and Charges for 2022/2023. 

f. Zoom subscription, recommendation to cancel. 

g. Transfer of all council data to the Cloud for storage. 

h. CIL Neighbourhood Portion September 2021, do the Parish Council wish to claim £52,701.45? 

 
10.  Internal Council matters  

a. Calendar of meetings for 2022. 
b. Final review and adoption of the Investment Strategy 2021/2022. 
c. Purchase of a branded gazebo for community events. 
d. Update to Death of the Sovereign Policy and Protocol. 

      
11. Open Space & Sport  

a. To receive an update from the Clerk on Parish Decoration and Enhancement. 
b. To receive an update on the Pavilion Refurbishment.  
c. To receive and adopt the Arford Common Management Plan 2021. 
d. Request to use the Village Green in July 2022 to hold a charitable Classic Car Show. 
e. To receive an update on the Bamboo treatment at Headley Hill Woods. 
f. Update on the Here’s Headley event 

 
12.  Farnborough Airport – to receive the latest proposals and consider HPC response 
 
13. Council Representatives 
        To receive any important reports from Council representatives. 
 
14. Exclusion of Press and Public 

To consider that the press and public be excluded from the remaining part of the meeting pursuant to Section 
100(A)4 of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that discussions may involve the likely disclosure of 
exempt information as defined in the provisions of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act 1972 
and public interest would not be served in publishing the information. 

 
15.   Mill Lane playing fields lease  
 
16. Pavilion Lease, playing fields licence and maintenance agreements 
 
16. Amendment of date for Standford Grange Farm workshop with EHDC – 27 October 2021 @ 18.00 
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HEADLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Monday 13 September 2021 at 7.30pm at 
Headley Village Hall. 
 
Present: 
 
Cllr Anthony Williams (Vice-Chairman)  Cllr Jon Berry     
Cllr Mark Dickens     Cllr Virginia Evers    
Cllr Paul Tansley     Cllr Rita Stubbings 
Cllr Tony Williamson     Cllr Jim Wood 
 
In attendance:   Mrs Melanie Wathen (Clerk & Executive Officer) 
     County Cllr Debbie Curnow-Ford 
 
Also present: 2 Members of the public  
 

CO87/21 Apologies for absence   
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Deborah Chamberlain, Cllr 
Lesley Coombes, Cllr Peter Ellens and Cllr Andrew Luff. 

   
CO88/21 Public Participation 

The Residents attending the meeting raised concerns over their claimed lack 
of support from HPC over the continuing planning application at the old 
‘Whiteleys’ site in Standford. They claimed that there has been no 
communication from HPC or EHDC with residents over these continuing 
planning applications.  Residents do not currently feel as if the Parish Council 
are representing their views.   
Councillors addressed their concerns and explained that they are only 
Statutory Consultees the same as a member of the public. 

 
CO89/21 Declaration of interests  

No declarations of interest were made. 
 

CO90/21 To ratify all the resolutions numbered CO01/21 to CO59/21 (Full Council) 
and P01/21 to P40/21 (Planning) are a correct record of the meetings held 
on Zoom 

RESOLVED: To confirm that all resolutions numbered CO01/21 to 
CO59/21 (Full Council) and P01/21 to P40/21 (Planning) are a correct 
record of the meetings held on Zoom. 
   

CO91/21 Council minutes & progress of actions  
RESOLVED: To confirm the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 
12 July 2021.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 
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Progress of actions – The Wildflower meadow is to be installed in the 
next couple of weeks. 
Information board at Headley Hill Woods is still outstanding. 
Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations still need to be progressed. 

 
CO92/21  Committee minutes 

RESOLVED: To receive as follows: 
Planning Committee: 6 September 2021. 

 
CO93/21 Chairman’s report  

 The Chairman discussed Neighbourhood Plans, these are an established part 
of the planning process and become part of the Local Plan.  The Parish 
Council need to be aware that if we have an adopted Neighbourhood Plan, 
we are entitled to receive a higher percentage of Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) on new housing within the parish.  At present we receive 15%. This 
would increase to 25% with an adopted Neighbourhood Plan.  No plan 
process is easy and involves the work of many people.  The Parish Council 
would also have to identify sites where development could take place.  The 
Chairman suggested that this be tabled on a future agenda. 

   
CO94/21 Hampshire County Council matters   

 County Cllr Debbie Curnow-Ford had presented her report before the 
meeting and took the following questions. 
Recycling – Hampshire County Council and East Hants District Council are 
alleged to have a poor rate of recycling whereas other authorities such as 
Oxfordshire recycle more items.  Household Waste Recycling Centres are 
getting more limited as to what can go there.  We need a nationwide 
recycling scheme.  I could not agree more.  Many other councils do collect 
more items than HCC and EHDC but this just goes into landfill or incinerated 
and is not as recycled as people think.  I agree that a nationwide recycling 
scheme needs to be bought forward.  I am meeting with the Executive 
Member at HCC to discuss this. 

 
 Highway Orders: No works were reported.  Cllr Curnow-Ford has asked for an 
updated list of works as the website shows July.  

   
CO95/21 East Hants District Council  

 Cllr Williams reported that traditionally the period of school holidays has 
fewer meetings of the Council, either in person, or currently on Teams.     
However, Planning meetings continued as normal, and there have also been 
meetings of the Local Plan Working group, in particular covering housing 
needs and supply. 
A briefing for all Councillors took place on the Spatial Strategy for the Local 
Plan.  
The District Council, together with local organisations, and our MP, Damian 
Hinds, is organising a COP26 environmental event to be held in Alton Maltings 
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on Friday 26 October. Free registrations  is available on the District Council’s 
website. 

 
 Financial matters   

CO96/21 Receipts and Payments made in July and August 2021 
RESOLVED: To approve the receipts and payments made in July and 
August 2021. Receipts totalled £12,307.00 and payments totalled 
£28,824.47 including VAT where applicable. 

  
CO97/21 Account reconciliations and trial balance as at 30 June and 31 July 2021  

RESOLVED: Members received and approved the bank reconciliation 
and trial balance as at 30 June and 31 July 2021. 

  
CO98/21 Income & Expenditure against budget as at 31 August 2021  

RESOLVED: To approve the income and expenditure against budget 
report as at 31 August 2021. 

  
CO99/21 To receive the External Auditors report for 2020-2021 

RESOLVED: To receive and note the External Auditors Report for year 
ended 31 March 2021.  Vote of thanks to the RFO for all her hard work 
and the good report received. 

 
CO100/21 Investment Strategy 2021-2022 

RESOLVED: To defer this item to the next meeting so that more 
information on the Guidance on Local Government Investments issued 
under Section 15(1) of the Local Government Act 2003, effective from 1 
April 2018 can be gained and reviewed. 

 
CO101/21 Request from the Headley Allotment Association for the Parish Council to 

hold and administer their membership fees 
 RESOLVED: That Headley Parish Council would hold Headley Allotments 

Associations membership fees in an Earmarked Reserve (EMR) within 
the Council accounts. 

 
CO102/21 Trial bus service from Headley Down to Haslemere 

RESOLVED: In principle to support a 3 month bus trial from Headley 
Down to Haslemere.  However, more information is required on the 
proposed trial before the request £500 contribution is paid.  If the trial 
goes ahead the contribution will be allocated from budget 4068 General 
Power of Competence. 

 

CO103/21 Asset Inventory module for Rialtas Suite 
RESOLVED: To purchase the Asset Inventory Module for the Rialtas 
Suite accounts package at a cost of £340.25 (+vat) for the first year and 
then £119 (+vat) for the following two years.   
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nternal Council matters   
CO104/21 To congratulate Cllr Rita Stubbings for 20 years’ service as a Councillor 

RESOLVED: To congratulate Cllr Rita Stubbings on her 20 Years’ service 
as a Headley Parish Councillor.  

 
CO105/21 Press and Social Media Policy 

RESOLVED: To adopt the Press and Social Media Policy. 
 
CO106/21 Climate Emergency, Local Action Plan 

RESOLVED: Not to adopt a Climate Emergency, Local Action Plan at this 
time. 

 
CO107/21 Parish Council office opening hours 

RESOLVED: To amend the hours the Parish Council office is open to 
members of the public on a temporary basis to Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday 9am to 1pm.  At all other times the Clerk is contactable by 
email or telephone. 

 
CO108/21 Facebook profile and page 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council set up a Facebook profile and page 
so that information can be shared with the residents of the parish.  To 
thank the resident for her offer to assist the council with this process. 

   
 Open Space & Sport   

CO109/21 Christmas lighting 2021  
The licence to erect the lights in the tree by the Holly Bush PH has been 
obtained.  It was planned to light 3 trees this year and an additional 4000 
lights been purchased. It was also planned to renew the electric supply boxes 
within the trees.   

RESOLVED: That due to the cost of replacing the electric boxes these 
would now be replaced in 2022.  
The lights would only be fitted in 2 trees as wrapping the lights uses a 
lot more cabling and spreading them over 3 trees would give a sparse 
feel. 
Agreed to wait to appoint the contractor until a quote has been 
received from Light Angels.  If they are competitive then appoint them 
to undertake the works. 
The lights are to be lit from 1 December to Twelfth Night between 1600 
– 2300 hours.  Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve they are lit between 
1600 – 0030 hours the next day. 
  

CO110/21 Tree condition survey, Allotment site 
RESOLVED: To note the report.  The Clerk to contact adjoining 
landowners as the ownership of some of the trees identified within the 
report is unclear.  To obtain quotes for the trees works required on 
Parish Council trees. 
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CO111/21 Annual Play Inspections 
RESOLVED: To note the annual play inspections and to undertake the 
works identified. 
To obtain quotes for the repair of the safety surfacing shrinkage. 
To contact the Inspector and ask for clarification on what they meant by 
‘advise an internal inspection of all parts or replacement – structural 
integrity’. 

  
CO112/21 To suspend Standing Order 3V as the evening’s meeting was not going to be 

completed within 2 hours 
RESOLVED:  To suspend Standing Order 3V to allow the meeting to 
conclude. 

  
 Council Representatives  

CO113/21 No reports were given. 
 
CO114/21 Exclusion of Press and Public 

 RESOLVED: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960, the public and representatives of the press and broadcast media 
be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the following 
item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest 
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

 
CO115/21 Arford Common - Management review and update 2021 and proposed 

tender document for interested contractors 
RESOLVED: That the Management review and update for 2021 be 
adopted subject to a couple of points being amended and the final 
amended document being provided by Arcadian Ecology. 
That the proposed tender document is approved, and that Cllrs Dickens 
and Evers can contact interested contractors with the tenders being 
submitted to the Clerk.  

 
CO116/21 To receive an update on the Pavilion Refurbishment, Field 6, and leases for 

Mill Lane Playing Fields 
 It was reported that the renewed planning permission for the Change of Use 

for Field 6 had been approved. 
 Amended plans for the pavilion refurbishment have been circulated to the 

Sports Clubs and the Sports Sub-Group will discuss their comments at their 
next meeting. 
Once the plans have been approved by all of the users the Council will need 
to appoint the QS to prepare an estimate of the costs for the proposed works.  
This estimate may result in the plans having to be amended. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.41pm. 
 
Signed……………………………………………………date……………………… 



Headley Parish Council 2021/2022
Current Account

04/10/2021
10:32

Page 1

Cash Received between 01/09/2021 and 30/09/2021
Date Receipt No Receipt Description Receipt TotalCash Received from
01/09/2021 Trfr Transfer of funds 8,000.00Direct Reserve
21/09/2021 Precept 74,000.00East Hants District Council
14/09/2021 100617 Village Green hire 700.00Tricketts Fair

82,700.00Total Receipts



Headley Parish Council 2021/2022

List of Payments made between 01/09/2021 and 30/09/2021

04/10/2021
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Date:
Time: Current Account

Page 1

Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Transaction DetailAuthorized Ref
03/09/2021 Marvin & Partners Ltd BACS 1,764.00 Playing fields survey
03/09/2021 Premier Managed Technologies BACS 24.00 Photocopying
03/09/2021 Playsafety Ltd BACS 328.80 Annual Rospa inspections
03/09/2021 Hampshire County Council BACS 7.52 Key fobs and copier labels
03/09/2021 M Welby Ltd BACS 540.00 Allotment tree survey
03/09/2021 Hampshire Pension Fund BACS 887.33 Superannuation August
03/09/2021 RP Gardening BACS 240.00 Additional lengthsman work
03/09/2021 Altis Industries Ltd BACS 44.56 Keys cut sports barrier
03/09/2021 Grasstex Ltd BACS 2,678.40 August maintenance
03/09/2021 Krystal Hosting Ltd BACS 119.99 Headley Parish.com
07/09/2021 Information Commisioner DD 35.00 Data Protection registration
15/09/2021 Nat West Bank DD 32.20 Bankline
22/09/2021 Salaries SO 2,657.61 September
22/09/2021 T Hampshire BACS 72.00 Mileage
22/09/2021 Playdale Playgrounds Ltd BACS 94.84 Scramble net rope and caps
22/09/2021 Hampshire County Council BACS 3.46 Colouring pencils
22/09/2021 Veolia Environmental Services BACS 39.41 Wheelie bin emptying
22/09/2021 Direct Reserve Trfr 70,000.00 Transfer of Precept
23/09/2021 Sage UK Ltd DD 19.50 Payroll support now monthly
29/09/2021 HM Revenue & Customs BACS 2,399.16 PAYE/NI 2nd quarter
29/09/2021 Hampshire Pension Fund BACS 887.33 Superannuation September
30/09/2021 Credit Card Trfr 251.65 Transfer to credit card
30/09/2021 Onecom Ltd DD 72.11 Telephone and internet

Total Payments 83,198.87
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List of Payments made between 01/09/2021 and 30/09/2021
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Date:
Time: Credit Card
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Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Transaction DetailAuthorized Ref
30/09/2021 Zoom US CC 28.78 Video conferencing
30/09/2021 Microsoft CC 21.80 Microsoft 365
30/09/2021 H M Land Registry CC 27.00 Land registry enquiries
30/09/2021 Society of Local Council Clerk CC 120.00 National Conference attendance
30/09/2021 Amazon Services EU CC 14.49 Labelling tape
30/09/2021 Wildflower Trading Ltd CC 27.34 Handheld label printer
30/09/2021 Amazon Services EU CC 12.24 HDMI to VGA cable

Total Payments 251.65
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Headley Parish Council 2021/2022 Page 1
Detailed Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 30/09/2021

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
100 Income Council

100.0%01076 Precept  148,000 148,000
11.7%1331090 Bank Interest  18 150

0.0%(6,504)1106 CIL Receipts  6,504 0
0.0%1,0781110 Insurance Rechargeable  0 1,078

149,228154,521Income Council :- Income (5,293) 103.5% 0
Net Income 154,521 149,228 (5,293)

101 Administration
0.0%200 2004010 Volunteers' Reception  0 200
0.0%200 2004011 Councillors MMA/Expenses  0 200

124.3%(243) (243)4015 Christmas Lights Maintenance  1,243 1,000 1,243
0.0%200 2004016 Advertising  0 200
0.0%1,000 1,0004018 Audit Fee  0 1,000

56.2%162 1624019 Bank Charges  208 370
0.0%100 1004020 Books & Publications  0 100

97.9%64 644021 Insurance  2,936 3,000
138.9%(972) (972)4022 Professional/Legal Fees  3,472 2,500 1,650

6.5%468 4684023 Councillor Training & Seminars  32 500
83.9%290 2904024 Subscriptions  1,510 1,800
98.4%150 1504025 Power of Competence Grants  8,990 9,140 750

0.0%50 504026 Meeting Room Hire  0 50
16.8%1,665 1,6654047 Admin Contingency  335 2,000

0.0%200 2004064 Chairman's Expenses  0 200
41.7%496 4964066 SLR Deployments  354 850

0.6%497 4974067 Community Engagement  3 500
0.0%1,000 1,0004068 General Power of Competence  0 1,000
0.0%12,000 12,0004070 Pavilion Build  0 12,000

20.0%400 4004075 Parish Website Development  100 500
0.0%300 3004076 Online Digital Mapping  0 300

37,41019,184Administration :- Indirect Expenditure 18,226 0 18,226 51.3% 3,643
Net Expenditure (19,184) (37,410) (18,226)

6000 plus Transfer from Earmarked Reserv 3,643
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (15,541)

102 Parish Office
45.8%3,469 3,4694035 Parish Office Rent  2,931 6,400

9.4%1,722 1,7224037 Electricity  178 1,900

Continued over page



Cost Centre Report

04/10/2021
10:30

Headley Parish Council 2021/2022 Page 2
Detailed Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 30/09/2021

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
48.8%409 4094038 Telephone & Internet  391 800

(10.2%)331 3314039 Fire Extinquishers  (31) 300
11.5%266 2664040 Stationery  34 300
10.3%67 674041 Postage  8 75
25.0%300 3004042 Photocopying  100 400
92.8%22 224043 Office Maintenance  278 300
55.5%667 6674048 IT Support & Licences  833 1,500

11,9754,722Parish Office :- Indirect Expenditure 7,253 0 7,253 39.4% 0
Net Expenditure (4,722) (11,975) (7,253)

103 Staffing Costs
43.7%26,314 26,3144000 Salaries  20,396 46,710
39.0%2,526 2,5264002 HPC NI Contribution  1,614 4,140
43.2%5,333 5,3334003 Superannuation  4,058 9,391
28.6%214 2144004 Staff Mileage  86 300
25.0%300 3004005 Staff training  100 400

0.0%90 904007 Eye Tests  0 90
61,03126,254Staffing Costs :- Indirect Expenditure 34,777 0 34,777 43.0% 0

Net Expenditure (26,254) (61,031) (34,777)
200 Income OS & S

176.0%(380)1156 Village Green Hire  880 500
0.0%1,1601158 Football Clubs  0 1,160
0.0%1,0641160 Tennis Club  0 1,064
0.0%(3,950)1164 Other Income  3,950 0
0.0%6301169 Bowling Club  0 630
0.0%7301170 Cricket Club  0 730

4,0844,830Income OS & S :- Income (746) 118.3% 0
Net Income 4,830 4,084 (746)

201 Expenditure OS & S
0.0%200 2004080 Liphook Road Allotment Hedge  0 200

57.1%615 6154081 Village Green  820 1,435
8.0%2,315 2,3154086 Bowling Green  200 2,515
0.0%330 3304087 Bowling HPC  0 330
0.0%2,920 2,9204090 Cricket  0 2,920

78.7%450 4504091 Cricket Open Space  1,660 2,110
28.6%3,312 3,3124092 Football  1,328 4,640

Continued over page
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Headley Parish Council 2021/2022 Page 3
Detailed Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 30/09/2021

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
49.8%1,370 1,3704093 Football Open Space  1,360 2,730
28.8%1,780 1,7804094 Land Rental  720 2,500

3.9%245 2454096 Tennis  10 255
126.4%(86) (86)4097 Standford Green  411 325
16.6%121 1214098 Other Grass Cutting  24 145
35.3%647 6474105 Play Equipment Maintenance  353 1,000
28.0%1,440 1,4404110 Litter & Refuse Collections  560 2,000
10.3%1,795 1,7954113 Village Repairs & Enhancements  205 2,000
28.7%1,070 1,0704114 Contingency  430 1,500

0.0%700 7004116 Bus Shelter Cleaning  0 700
4.8%2,380 2,3804129 Arford Common  120 2,500

115.0%(300) (300)4130 Tree Maintenance  2,300 2,000
0.0%1,000 1,0004132 Priority Footpath Maintenance  0 1,000

99.7%2 24143 Flower Meadow  499 500
0.0%(1,390) (1,390)4146 Heatherlands Pitches  1,390 0 590

20.0%800 8004162 Parish Lengthsman  200 1,000
7.4%3,705 3,7054164 Headley Hill Woods  295 4,000
0.0%500 5004170 Community Planting Scheme  0 500
0.0%(6,794) (6,794)4172 Mill Lane Redevelopment  6,794 0
0.0%(2,514) (2,514)4173 Mill Lane General Maintenance  2,514 0

38,80522,193Expenditure OS & S :- Indirect Expenditure 16,612 0 16,612 57.2% 590
Net Expenditure (22,193) (38,805) (16,612)

6000 plus Transfer from Earmarked Reserv 590
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve (21,603)

208 Earmarked Funds OS & S
0.0%(140) (140)4201 Tennis Court Repairs/Renewals  140 0 140

0140Earmarked Funds OS & S :- Indirect Expenditure (140) 0 (140) 140
Net Expenditure (140) 0 140

6000 plus Transfer from Earmarked Reserv 140
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve 0

301 Allotment Association
0.0%(120)1301 Allotment Income  120 0

0120Allotment Association :- Income (120) 0
0.0%(1,117) (1,117)4501 Allotment Expenditure  1,117 0

01,117Allotment Association :- Indirect Expenditure (1,117) 0 (1,117) 0
Net Income over Expenditure (997) 0 997

Continued over page
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Headley Parish Council 2021/2022 Page 4
Detailed Income & Expenditure by Budget Heading 30/09/2021

Actual Year To Date Current Annual Bud  Variance Annual Total Committed Expenditure Funds Available % Spent Transfer to/from EMR
308 Allotment Deposits

0.0%(325)5308 Allotment Deposits  325 0
0325Allotment Deposits :- Income (325) 0

Net Income 325 0 (325)

73,609 149,221
(6,484)159,796 153,312
75,612

86,188 4,091 (82,097)

Grand Totals:- Income

Net Income over Expenditure
Expenditure 0 75,612

104.2%
49.3%

plus Transfer from Earmarked Reserv 4,372
Movement to/(from) Gen Reserve 90,560



Headley Parish Council

GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR THE YEAR 2022/23

Amount Amount Amount Comments

Granted Requested Granted

2021/22 2022/23 2022/23

Headley Parochial Church Council

The church requires continued assistance to help provide

a peaceful and well maintained burial ground. £1,750.00 £1,750.00

Headley Down Playing Field Committee

Request an amount to cover the insurance policy for King

George V Playing Field. £400.00 £400.00

East Hampshire Citizens Advice Bureau

Requests contribution towards training and provision of services. £3,000.00 £3,000.00

The Phoenix Theatre and Arts Centre

Request contribution to support the Theatre programme and art

workshops for people of all ages and abilities. £0.00 £0.00

Victim Support

Requests assistance in the purchase of security items given

out to victims and families. £150.00 £150.00  

Home Start

Request help towards core costs supporting families with £900.00 £1,300.00

young children.

Headley Down Nature Reserve Trust

Request an amount to purchase a "badger" bench to install £440.00 £1,700.00

within the Reserve.   

Headley Cricket Club

Purchase of new Scarifier. £0.00 £479.00

Imagine That Productions

Amount towards hiring Headley Scout Hut for storage of set £0.00 £450.00

production items.

Oakmoor School Awards Evening

Donation towards awards evening. £100.00 £100.00

Contingency £2,000.00 £2,000.00

 Total £8,740.00 £11,329.00



  ITEM 9e 
 

Adopted: Oct 2015 Reviewed: Oct 2020  Next Review: Oct 2021 

 

 
Fees & Charges for 2022-2023 

 
Hire of Headley Village Green & Standford Village Green 
 

EVENT DATES CHARGE TOTAL 

Trickett’s Fair Standing  Fee 
Operating Fee 
 

@ £40 per day 
@ £70 per day 

 

Village Fete 
 

Bi-annually 
Mid-September 
 

£0.00  

One off Events 
 

 £25.00 £25.00 

Other Events or uses  
(Wedding marques) 

To be considered 
separately by Full Council 
(and referred to the Village 
Green Charity Trustees) 

  

Local Charity 
Boot Fairs 

From time to time 
 

£0.00  
 
 

Commercial Boot 
Fairs  
 

From time to time  To be determined  

Wedding Reception 
parking 
  

From time to time £100 
£100 deposit * 

£100.00 
  

Standford Feast 
 

Annual - July £0.00  

 
*Refundable deposit. 
 
Administration Charges    (Administration Charges (inc. VAT)) 
 

Photo copying – black & white 10p per A4 sheet 

Photo copying – colour 20p per A4 sheet 

A3 copying – black & white 20p per A3 sheet 

A3 copying – colour 40p per A3 sheet 

Laminating A4  30p per A4 sheet 

                                             



  ITEM 9e 
 

Adopted: Oct 2015 Reviewed: Oct 2020  Next Review: Oct 2021 

Headley Report - Advertising Rates 
 

Advert Location  Advert Size Price VAT @ 20% Total Price 

Inside Front Cover Full Page £132.00 £26.40 £158.40 

Half Page 
landscape 

£91.00 £18.20 £109.20 

Quarter Page 
portrait  

£54.00 £10.80 £64.80 

Third Page 
landscape 

£66.00 £13.20 £79.20 

Inside Page  Full Page £114.00 £22.80 £136.80 

 Half Page 
landscape  

£68.00 £13.60 £81.60 

 Half Page  
Portrait  

£68.00 £13.60 £81.60 

 Quarter of Page 
portrait 

£54.00 £10.80 £64.80 

 Eighth of Page 
landscape 

£26.00 £5.20 £31.20 

Inside Back Cover Full Page  £143.00 £28.60 £171.60 

 Half Page 
landscape 

£107.00 £21.40 £128.40 

 Quarter of Page 
portrait 

£66.00 £13.20 £79.20 

 Third of Page 
landscape 

£78.00 £15.60 £93.60 

Back Cover Full Page £143.00 £28.60 £171.60 

 Half Page 
landscape 

£107.00 £21.40 £128.40 

 Third of Page 
landscape 

£78.00 £15.60 £93.60 
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Zoom licences 
 
As Councillors will be aware the Parish Council are not legally able to hold Parish Council 
meetings on Zoom at the present time. 
 
Currently the Council holds 2 licences for Standard Pro monthly at £11.99 each + vat. 
 
If the Parish Council wanted to hold a working party / advisory group meeting via Zoom this 
is allowed, and the 40 minutes free facility could be used. 
 
Decisions to be made: 
 
1. Is the monthly subscription to Zoom cancelled with immediate effect? 



  Item 9g 
 

Transfer of all council data to the Cloud 
 

At present the council’s data is backed up onto a computer acting as a server in the parish 
office.   
 
Problems occur when there is a power cut to the server, and it turns off.  If there is no one 
in the office to restart the server then no electronic documents can be accessed.  This has 
happened on a couple of occasions within the last 6 months.  Lucky the RFO has been in the 
office the next morning to start the server.  If the RFO had not been in the office the Clerk 
would have either had to drive to the office to restart the server or not accessed any 
documents for that day. 
 
There are solutions to this problem: 

1. To purchase an Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) 
2. To store the data in the Cloud 

 
The Clerk has sought advice from Trusted PC Man and received the following: 
 
A UPS is only designed to keep a device such as a server alive for around 5 minutes if the 
mains power is lost. After 5 minutes has past the UPS will then instruct the server / pc to turn 
off gracefully rather than risking it shutting off abruptly as it would usually if the power is 
cut. This is good as it preserves the life of the server but the server would still need manually 
switching back on. So in a nutshell, a UPS is great to protect against power outages that last 
for a duration of under 5 minutes but a potential waste of money if you experience longer 
power outages.   
 
Going Cloud based: 
 
I’m think that the cloud would be the way to go seeing as the pc acting as your server is now 
a good few years old, in fact this PC was one of the original ones HPC had before we started 
supporting the IT. 
  
You would need appropriate Microsoft 365 licences to be able to use SharePoint to store 
your data in the cloud. The good news is that you are already paying Microsoft for 2 x 365 
Business Standard licences which includes SharePoint. This would mean that clerk@ & rfo@ 
could access the central SharePoint data resource. The single Exchange Online Plan 1 licence 
which is currently assigned to assistantclerk@ would need upgrading to a business basic 
licence which I believe would only be 80p per month extra if you wanted all three users to be 
able to access and collaborate in the cloud.  
  
The biggest reasons for moving to SharePoint would be that you wouldn’t need any 
additional processes such as VPN to connect you to your data and you can save some power 
by not having the server switched on 24/7. We use SharePoint here and it’s great.  
 
Having considered the information above and the fact that the council already have access to 
SharePoint through the 365 licences it makes sense to move the data to the Cloud.  The 
assistantclerk@ would not need access to the cloud at present as this account is not being used. 
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Trusted PC Man has prepared the below estimate for carrying out the works to transfer the data 
from the current server to the Cloud. 
 
Estimate 
 
 
Name: Melanie Wathen – Headley Parish Council 
 
Estimate prepared by: Andy Clague 
 
Date: 29th September 2021 
 
 
Dear Melanie 
 
I’m pleased to offer you this quotation to include the labour time to configure a new SharePoint site 
for HPC, upload existing data from the acting onsite server to the cloud and to configure your 
computers to access. 
 
Hardware 
 
None required. 
 
Software / Licencing 
 
None required. Use existing Office 365 Business Standard licences.  
 
Estimated Labour 
 
6 x hours remote - £357.00 + vat 
(SharePoint setup, migrate existing data to SharePoint. Pre-configure computers access new 
SharePoint data. Turn off VPN on router, close VPN port on router and remove VPN connections 
from computers)   
 
Optional Labour 
 
2 x Hours mobile - £179.00 + vat 
(Visit to decommission existing server and associated backup equipment) 
 
 
Kind regards 
 
Andy Clague 
 
At present the Council have around £700 in the IT budget. 
 
Decision to be made 
 
1. Do the parish Council move all electronic data to the cloud using SharePoint? 
2. Are Trusted PC Man appointed to carryout this work? 



                  ITEM 10a 
 

       

 

Headley Parish Council 
Village Hall, Arford Road, Headley, Bordon, Hampshire, GU35 8LJ 

Tel: (01428) 713132 - e-mail: clerk@headleypc.co.uk 
www.headleyparish.com  

 
 

Calendar of meetings 2022 
 

10 January Planning 
17 January Parish Council  
  
7   February Planning 
14 February Parish Council 
  
7   March Planning 
14 March Parish Council  
21 March Allotment Advisory Group 
28 March Annual Parish Meeting* 
  
4   April Planning 
11 April Parish Council 
25 April Finance Advisory Group - 10am start 
  
9   May Planning 
16 May Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 
  
6   June Planning 
13 June Parish Council  
  
4   July Planning 
11 July Parish Council 
18 July Finance Advisory Group - 10am start 
  
1   August Planning 
  

5   September Planning 
12 September Parish Council  
  
3   October  Planning 
10 October Parish Council  
17 October Finance Advisory Group - 10am start 
24 October Allotments Advisory Group 
  
7   November Planning 
14 November Parish Council  
  
5   December Planning 
12 December Parish Council 

 
Meetings of the Parish Council and its Committee are held in the Parish Office unless otherwise stated on the notice 
of agenda, they generally commence at 7.30pm.  Members of the public are very welcome to attend.  
*Annual Parish Meeting is a meeting of the electorate and is not a Parish Council meeting. 
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Investment Strategy 2021-22 

 
1. Introduction  
 

Headley Parish Council acknowledges the importance of prudent investment of 
surplus funds held on behalf of the communities it serves. This Strategy has been 
prepared in accordance with the Guidance on Local Government Investments (‘the 
Guidance’) issued under section 15(1) of the Local Government Act 2003, effective 
from 1st April 2018.  

 
The guidance states: 
a. Where a Town or Parish Council expects its investments at any time during a 

financial year to exceed £500,000, the Guidance should apply in relation to that 
year. 

b. Where a Town or Parish Council expects its investments at any time during a 
financial year to exceed £10,000 but not £100,000, it should decide on the extent, if 
any, to which it would be reasonable to have regard to the Guidance in relation to 
that year. 

c. Where a Town or Parish Council expects its investments during any time during a 
financial year not to exceed £10,000, not part of the Guidance need be treated as 
applying in relation to that year.  

 
The Parish Council expects its investment during 2021/22 financial year to exceed 
£10,000 but not £100,000 and therefore has agreed to apply the Guidance as set out 
below.  

 
2. Investment Objectives 

 
Headley Parish Council’s investment objectives are:  
 
a. Security of its funds. 
b. Liquidity of its investments to meet the Parish Council’s needs. 
c. To optimise the return on its investments commensurate with a prudent view of 

risk to reward. 
 
All investments will be made in sterling and, as a minimum, surplus funds will be 
aggregated in an interest-bearing bank account.  
 
Government guidance maintains that borrowing of monies purely to invest, or lend 
and make a return, is unlawful and this Parish Council will not engage in such activity.  
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3. Security of Investments 
 
3.1 Specified investments  
 

Specified investments are those offering high security and high liquidity with a 
maturity of no more than one year. In addition, short-term sterling investments must 
be with bodies/institutions with “high credit ratings”. 

 
3.2 Non-Specified Investments 
 

Non-specified investments are usually for longer periods (i.e. more than one year) and 
with bodies that are not highly credit rated.  
 
Non-specified investments are not included in the Investment Strategy for this Parish 
Council as these investments are not acceptable due to their higher potential risk.  

 
4. Liquidity of Investments  
 

The Responsible Financial Officer in consultation with the Clerk & Executive Officer 
and Finance & Policy Panel or Full Council (as applicable) will determine the maximum 
periods for which funds may prudently be committed so as not to compromise 
liquidity.  

 
5. Long Term Investment 
 

Long term investments shall be defined as greater than one year. The Parish Council 
will use the same criteria for assessing long term investment as identified above for 
specified investments.  
 
The Parish Council holds a long-term investment in ‘The Public Sector Deposit Fund’ of 
the CCLA. The investment is compliant with this Strategy.  
 
The Parish Council also manages a long-term investment in a ‘Charities Investment 
Fund’ of the CCLA in the name of ‘Headley War Memorial Fund’. This is an investment 
of residual funds raised locally to construct the War Memorial in the Parish.   

 
6. Risk Assessment 
 

The Parish Council’s reserves are covered by the Financial Compensation Scheme up 
to £85,000 per bank or other financial institution and must therefore be carefully 
managed to mitigate the risk of losses.  
 
The Parish Council will only invest in institutions of “high credit quality” as set out in 
3.1 of this strategy. Investments will be spread over different providers where 
appropriate to minimise risk.  
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The Parish Council will monitor the risk of loss on investments by reference to credit 
ratings. The Parish Council should aim for ratings equivalent to the Fitch F1*1 rating 
for short term investments or Fitch A for long term investments. The Parish Council 
will also have regard for the general economic and political environment in which 
institutions operate.  
 
The investment position will be reviewed quarterly (April, July, October, January) by 
the Responsible Financial Officer and a written report prepared for the Finance & 
Policy Panel or Full Council.  
 
The Parish Council does not employ, in-house or externally, any financial advisors but 
will rely on information which is publicly available.  

  
7. Investment Approval and Reporting 
 

The Finance & Policy Panel has the delegated authority to consider and make short-
term investments (maximum) of 12 months, in accordance with this Policy, subject to 
prior approval of the investment provider by Full Council.  

 
8. Review and Amendment of Regulations  
 

The Investment Strategy will be reviewed annually by Full Council in February for the 
forthcoming financial year. 

 
9. Freedom of Information  
 

In accordance with the freedom of Information Act 2000, this document will be posted 
on the Parish Council’s website www.headleyparish.com and available in paper form 
from the Clerk & Executive Officer.  
 

 
 
*1 Fitch ratings one of the big three credit rating agencies, the other two being Moody's and Standard & 
Poor's.  
Fitch F1 = Highest short-term credit quality. Indicates the strongest intrinsic capacity for timely payment of 
financial commitments; may have an added “+” to denote any exceptionally strong credit feature. 

 

http://www.headleyparish.com/
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Branded pop-up gazebo 

 

At present when the Parish Council attend events they use Cllr Chamberlains 8m x 4m marque for 
shelter which requires several people to erect and dismantle. 
 
It is proposed to purchase a 3m x 4.5m pop-up gazebo which will require only a couple of people to 
erect.  The gazebo could also be customised to include the council’s name along the valance at the 
front. 
 
Adding the name to the gazebo will advertise where the council are located and make it easily 
identifiable. 
 
The proposed gazebo would be constructed of 1.2mm steel with 32mm box legs.   
 
The following quotes have been obtained online: 
 
Rock Awnings  £390.46 
Gala tent  £639.97  does not include printing or weights 
Pop-up gazebo’s 4 u £499.00  does not include printing or weights 
Gazeboshop-co.uk £543.00  printing from £379. 
 
All of the above prices include VAT but not delivery. Delivery is normally under £15.00.  
 
The Parish Council have £382 in the Community engagement budget and £1000 in the General 
Power of Competence budget that could be used for the purchase. 
 
Decisions to be made: 
 
1. Do the Parish Council purchase a branded pop-up gazebo? 
2. What colour gazebo do you require?  (Quotes were prepared on a grey gazebo). 
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Death of the Sovereign or other Senior Royal Policy and Protocol 

 
On behalf of the Parish of Headley including All Saints Ecclesiastical Parish 

 
 

 
Contents 
  
Introduction  ………………………………………………………………………………. 1 
When the Policy is to be used  ………………………………………………………….. 2 
Implementation of the Policy  …………………………………………………………… 2 
Flying the Flag  …………………………………………………………………………… 2 
Book of Condolence  …………………………………………………………………….. 3 
Day of the Funeral  ………………………………………………………………………. 3 
Focal Point for Grief  ……………………………………………………………………... 3 
Events During the Period of Mourning  ………………………………………………… 4 
Public Observation of Silence  ………………………………………………………….. 4 
Letter of Condolence from HPC  ……………………………………………………….. 
Tree of Remembrance …………………………………………………………………… 

4 
4 

Appendix A –Letter of Condolence from HPC…………………………………………. 5 
 
 
Introduction  
 
Headley Parish Council recognises that a formal procedure is required to manage the 
occurrence of the death of a senior royal. 
 
Guidance has been made available from the National Association of Civic Officers (May 
2019) for the procedure to follow upon the death of the Sovereign and other senior 
members of the Royal Family. 
 
Plans to mark the death of the Sovereign or senior member of the Royal Family must only be 
implemented after a formal announcement has been made by the Royal Household or 
Downing Street. 
 
This procedure should be implemented by the Clerk & Executive Officer or in his/her 
absence, the Responsible Finance Officer or Chairman in liaison with the Parochial Church 
Council of All Saints. 
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In the event of a death, this policy and procedure will be placed on notice boards in the 
Parish including outside All Saints Church. 
 
When the Policy is to be used 
 
This Policy should be used in the event of the death of: 
 
HM The Queen 
HRH the Prince of Wales 
HRH the Duchess of Cornwall 
HRH the Duke of Cambridge 
HRH the Duchess of Cambridge 
 
Implementation of the Policy on hearing of the death 
 
Headley’s mourning protocol will be implemented on the formal announcement by 
Buckingham Palace / Downing Street of the death of any one of those persons named on 
page 2. 
 
Implementation will be authorised by the Clerk & Executive Officer or in his/her absence, 
the Responsible Finance Officer or Chairman in liaison with the PCC of All Saints. 
 
Flying the Flag 
 
Once a formal announcement has been received, Union flags will be immediately flown at 
half-mast on the Church Tower. 
 
If the death falls on St George’s Day or the period of mourning includes St George’s Day, the 
flag on of the patron saint should be replaced by the Union Flag at half-mast. 
 
Flying the Flag on Proclamation Day (D + 1) following the death of the Sovereign  
 
On Proclamation Day (D + 1) (the day following the death of the Sovereign when the new 
Sovereign is proclaimed) flags will at 11.00 hours be raised to full mast and flown 
throughout the day at full mast. 
 
On the day following Proclamation Day (D + 2) the flag will be returned to half-mast at 1300 
hours. 
 
If the death occurs late in the day arrangements for the ceremonial matters on D + 1 may 
not be put in place swiftly enough and so timings may change.  Guidance will be given by 
Buckingham Palace / Downing Street. 
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Flying the Flag on Subsequent Days 
 
Following the death of the Sovereign or other members of the Royal Family identified on 
page 2, the flag will continue to fly at half-mast until 0800 hours on the morning following 
the funeral. 
 
Book of Condolence 
 
On the first working day following the announcement of the death of the Sovereign, HRH 
the Prince of Wales or HRH the Duchess of Cornwall, a Book of Condolence will be opened in 
the Parish. 
 
Consideration will be given at the time whether Books of Condolence should be opened for 
other members of the Royal Family. 
 
Book of Condolence will be open for signing from 0900 hours – 1700 hours 7 days per week 
and will remain open until 1700 on the day following the funeral. It will be available in All 
Saints Church during the hours mentioned above and in the Parish Council Offices Monday – 
Friday during normal working hours. 
 
When the Book of Condolence has been closed, the Clerk & Executive Officer / Responsible 
Finance Officer will make arrangements for the final version to be lodged in the local 
archives at Winchester. 
 
Day of the Funeral of the Sovereign (D + 10) 
 
The funeral of the Sovereign will take place 10 days after the day of death (unless this would 
mean it would fall on a Sunday in which case it will then be D + 11).  Other events which 
may also mean that the date of the funeral will change e.g. if it would clash with Christmas, 
Easter or Remembrance Day. 
 
On the death of the Sovereign there will be a two-minute silence at 1100 hours on the day 
of the funerial. 
 
A toll of the bells will be rung at the Church.  The recommendation is one ring for each year 
of the Sovereign’s life with an 8 second gap between each toll. 
 
Focal Point for Grief 
 
Upon the death of a member of the Royal Family, members of the public may wish to visit a 
designated area on Headley Village Green as a focal point for grief.  This will allow the laying 
of flowers and other tributes as well as to reflection and remembrance. 
 
Tributes will be carefully removed within one week after the state funeral.  On removal the 
tributes will be composted.  Other tributes will be disposed of sensitively and appropriately. 
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Events During the Period of Mourning 
 
Councillors will be informed in advance that a Parish Council meeting held during the 
mourning period will commence with a 2 minute silence. 
 
Public Observance of Silence 
 
For other senior members of the Royal Family, the funeral will take place eight days after 
the day of death. 
 
When the death of a senior member of the Royal Family is to be marked by a two-minute 
Silence, an announcement will be made by Buckingham Palace. 
 
Letter of Condolence from Headley Parish Council 
 
As soon as practical, a letter of condolence will be finalised for signature by the Chairman.  
See Appendix A. 
 
Tree of Remembrance 
 
Headley Parish Council will plant a suitable tree in remembrance of the Sovereign. The type 
of tree and its location (likely to be the Village Green) will be determined at the time. 
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Appendix A   
 
Letter of condolence to Buckingham Palace on death of HM the Queen 
 
FAO: Private Secretary of new Sovereign 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
As we learn of the sad news that Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II has passed away, the 
thoughts of the citizens of Headley are with the Royal Family as they grieve for their Mother, 
Grandmother and Great-Grandmother. 
 
The Queen demonstrated extraordinary dedication and commitment to duty throughout 
her Reign and did so with a graceful strength and admirable determination.  She ruled 
throughout decades of change, from the dark post war years through to the new horizons of 
the 21st century, providing essential continuity for the nation. 
 
This is a period of public grief when people who do not know each other come together to 
mourn a national figure who has been consistent throughout our lives and for whom we 
have collective affection despite not knowing her personally. 
 
Please pass the condolences of the Parish Council to HM King ????? .  A Book of Condolence 
has been opened in the Parish of Headley and will be retained in local archives in due 
course. 
 
Yours faithfully 
For and on behalf of  
the residents of Headley Parish 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman 
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Executive Summary 

 
Arford Common was once part of an extensive area of open heathland. It became 
fragmented and isolated within the landscape, and without the historic grazing practices 
developed into secondary pine and young hardwood woodland.  The site is designated 
as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation for retaining significant remnants of 
heathland vegetation to enable its recovery.  As the woodland has continued to grow, 
increased shading has reduced the remnant heathland species. 
 
The site is much enjoyed by the local residence and is a source of pride to the Parish 
Council.  
  
Five years have elapsed since the last management plan was written.  This report 
provides a review and update to the previous plan. 
 
On-going management, such as thinning and scrub control, will continue to provide an 
excellent habitat for wildlife and a place for local residents to enjoy. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1. Background 

Headley Parish Council contacted Arcadian Ecology & Consulting Ltd (Arcadian Ecology) to 
review and update the management plan for Arford Common to ensure that the plans and advice 
remained relevant to the site, ensuring a balance between wildlife and people using the site.   
 

1.2. Site Description 

Arford Common is located on the western end of Beech Hill, to the east of Arford village in 
Hampshire (SU 832 366) and covers approximately 4.5 hectares (Map 1).  It is owned and 
managed by Headley Parish Council.  
 
Historically Arford Common was part of an extensive area of open heath, thought to be treeless, 
rough grazing land.  Local people were known to have made brooms and dug gravel, but it does 
not appear on the Commons Register held by Hampshire County Council and there are no 
‘Commoner’s Rights’ associated with it (Cruickshank 2011).  As local people no longer made use 
of it for grazing and taking produce, the soils would have favoured colonisation by pine and birch, 
with the surrounding area providing seeds of other tree species.  Heathers and gorse do not 
tolerate shady conditions and so it would have evolved into mixed woodland.  By the 1950s 
Arford Common, like many other areas of open heath, was becoming well wooded.  Parish 
Council minutes document a discussion about the felling of a proportion of trees (mostly pines) 
and Col. MacGregor (chairman of the council in 1955) prepared a report about land management 
that included Arford Common (Hall 1988). 
 
In 1988 the Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre (HBIC) survey (Hall 1988) described the 
common as being open pinewood amongst which were hardwood saplings.  It had a natural 
structure, indicated by stands of trees rather than plantations, but lacked the varied height and 
age structure of mature woods.  The survey report described eight patches of bilberry Vaccinium 
myrtillus in the central area, there were also presence of heather Calluna vulgaris and patches of 
bell heather Erica cinerea to the west of the site.  Other remnant heathland species included 
sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella, wood sage Teucrium scorodonia, gorse Ulex europaeus and 
purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea.  The report also noted the garden plants, Spanish bluebell 
Hyacinthoides hispanica and montbretia Crocosmia sp.  Characteristic of young woodland, there 
was no ground flora and as such, its wildlife value was unremarkable.  The 1988 survey also 
gave advice about management. 
 
In 2010 a further HBIC survey considered that the remnant heathland species had decreased 
further due to the increased shading over the years.  There was fair woodland structural diversity, 
but few old trees.  The woodland flora was not very rich in cover or diversity.  Overall, the site was 
described as still having a fair wildlife interest with some diminishing potential for heathland 
restoration, with the management advice from 1988 remaining relevant to the site.  From the 
survey, heather remained rare, bell heather was not seen, bilberry had changed from frequent to 
rare (locally frequent) and rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum was noted (Miller 2010), which 
had not been seen in 1988. 
 

1.3. Designations 

The site is designated as a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) under criteria  
3B(i): Areas of heathland which are afforested or have succeeded to woodland if they retain 
significant remnants of heathland vegetation which would enable their recovery. 
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1.4. Remit and Scope of the Report 

This report aims to review and update the previous management plan written in 2016, providing 
recommendations on the management of the site for the benefit of wildlife and users for the next 
five years. 
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2. METHODOLOGY 
 
2.1. Walkover Survey 

A walkover survey of Arford Common was conducted on 1st June 2021 by Sarah Jackson, 
MCIEEM, of Arcadian Ecology. 
 
A walkover survey of the site was undertaken, assessing progress towards actions of the 
previous plan, identifying areas for work and mapping management compartments.  A botanical 
species list was created for each compartment; this list does not give every species found on the 
site, but will give a representation of the diversity, significance, and dominance of plant species 
found within each compartment. The compartments are shown on Map 2.  
  
Plant nomenclature in this report follows Rose (1989; 2006) for native and naturalised species of 
vascular plant. Plant names in the text are given with the common names first, followed by the 
scientific name in italics. Where there is a degree of doubt in the identification of a plant, ‘cf.’ 
precedes the specific epithet to signify the plant is very probably the species indicated, but it was 
not possible to distinguish it from similar members of the genus with certainty. 

 
2.2. Protected / Notable Species Assessment  

An assessment of the habitats for their potential to support protected and notable species was 
made for the following species/groups: badger Meles meles, bats, breeding birds and 
invertebrates.  Details of the species-specific survey methods are given below.  
 
2.2.1. Badger 

An initial assessment was carried out to identify areas that might be used by badgers for foraging 
and sett digging. Specifically, areas of potential suitable habitat were investigated for the 
presence of setts, and attention was paid during the survey for the presence of incidental foraging 
signs, paths and latrines.  
 
2.2.2. Bats 

An assessment was made of the suitability of trees and features within or on the site boundary to 
support roosting bats. This involved consideration of the age and condition of the tree, and 
identifying features that roosting bats may favour (e.g. holes, cracks and cavities that might be 
used as bat-entrance points or roost sites). Features with potential for roosting bats were noted, 
including woodpecker holes, rot cavities, splits, cracks, flaking bark and thick-stemmed or matted 
climbing plants. 
  
The location of any features that are considered to have the potential to support bats, or where 
definite signs or other evidence of bats were found (such as actual sightings, droppings, urine 
stains, odour, scratch marks, grease stains and feeding remains), were recorded. However, it 
should be noted that finding such definitive signs or evidence is highly unlikely at this level of 
survey. 
 
An assessment was also made of the suitability of the site and the surrounding landscape to 
support foraging and/or commuting bat species. All surveys conformed to current Bat 
Conservation Trust (BCT) guidelines (Collins 2016). 
 
2.2.3. Breeding birds 

The assessment of the potential of the site for breeding birds was based on the suitability of the 
habitats present, evidence of nesting such as old or currently active nests, and the presence of 
bird species that may potentially nest within the available habitat. 
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2.2.4. Invertebrates 

An assessment was made of the site for its potential value to support diverse communities of 
terrestrial invertebrates, or any protected, notable or BAP species (that have Action Plans under 
the UK Biodiversity Action Plan). The assessment was made based on the presence of suitable 
habitat features. These features include, for example, an abundance of dead wood, the presence 
of diverse plant communities, the presence of varied woodland structure and sunny woodland 
edges with a diverse flora, presence of ponds and water courses and the presence of free 
draining soil exposures. During the Phase 1 habitat survey no attempt was made to 
comprehensively identify the range of species present, though where encountered, ad hoc 
sightings were noted. 
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3. RESULTS 
 

3.1. Walkover Survey 

The site is dominated by mixed semi-natural woodland with an understorey of scrub and 
scattered bracken, interspersed with small areas of amenity grassland and acid grassland.   
 
The vegetation within the site is described here in general terms using Phase 1 habitat survey 
terminology and referring to dominant, characteristic and other noteworthy species in each 
vegetation type within the survey area.   
 
The main habitat types on site consist of: 

• mixed semi-natural woodland; 

• amenity grassland; 

• tall ruderal; and 

• scrub. 
 
Only a summary of the habitat types is provided below, as very detailed descriptions were 
provided in the previous management plan (Kernohan 2016).  A list of the botanical species 
identified during the walkover survey is provided in Appendix 1. 
 
3.1.1. Mixed semi-natural woodland 

Mixed semi-natural woodland is the most extensive habitat on site (compartments 1, 2, 4, 7 – 10), 
with varying dominance between sweet chestnut, oak Quercus robur, silver birch Betula pendula, 
beech Fagus sylvatica and rowan Sorbus aucuparia, with large mature scots pine scattered 
throughout.  Occasional copper beech Fagus sylvatica purpurea, yew Taxus baccata and 
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus are also present.   
 
The understorey consists of young broadleaf tree growth and regeneration, with patches of holly 
Ilex aquifolium and laurel Prunus laurocerasus.  Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum is 
present on site, but at very low numbers.   
 
The ground cover varies between dense bramble, nettle and/or ivy Hedera helix, to clear areas of 
dead leaf litter.  Within the glades and rides, where bramble has not become dominant, more 
herb species are present including germander speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, creeping 
buttercup Ranunculus repens, garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata and greater stitchwort Stellaria 
holostea. 
 
A number of trees have been felled creating lighter glades and paths, with a couple of monoliths 
and limbs retained.  
 
3.1.2. Amenity grassland 

The largest opening in the canopy is in the area where there used to be a play area 
(compartment 3).   
 
There were 16 species recorded, all common to mown, managed grassland including common 
grasses, annual meadow grass Poa annua, yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus and perennial rye-grass 
Lolium perenne; as well as common herbs such as dove's-foot crane's-bill Geranium molle, 
ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, greater plantain Plantago major, creeping buttercup 
Ranunculus repens, broad-leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius, and dandelion Taraxacum officinale 
agg..  The standard sweet chestnut within the amenity grassland has a well spread canopy due to 
the lack of immediate competitors and abundance of direct light. 
 
The area previously identified as semi-improved acid grassland which was thought to contain the 
remnant heath species was becoming covered with bramble and bracken (compartment 6). 
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3.1.3. Scrub and Tall ruderal 

There are areas of scrub, dominated by bramble, and tall ruderal, namely nettle, scattered 
throughout the site wherever light is able to penetrate.  The most extensive of these is along the 
northern boundary of the site.  Some grasses such as Yorkshire fog and Annual meadow grass, 
and herbs including wood avens Geum urbanum and cleavers Galium aparine are also present.   

 
3.2. Protected / Notable Species  

Based on the Phase 1 habitat survey the site is considered to contain habitat potentially suitable 
for the following species: 
 

• Badger; 

• bats; 

• breeding birds; and 

• invertebrates. 
 
3.2.1. Badger 

No evidence of badger Meles meles activity (sett, latrines or foraging) was recorded at the site 
during the walkover survey.   
 
The woodland offers suitable foraging habitat for badgers.  The banks along the boundary offer 
sub-optimal areas for sett digging. 
 
3.2.2. Bats 

No evidence for the presence of bats was recorded during the walkover survey.    
 
Some trees on site were identified as having potential roost features such as splits, cracks and 
holes suitable for roosting bats.  If works are required on these trees, further surveys undertaken 
by a suitably qualified ecologist will be required. 
 
The site is suitable for foraging and commuting bats, particularly the sheltered openings and 
rides. 
 
All bat species are listed on Schedule 5 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, and protected 
under Part 1 Section 9, meaning it is an offence to: 
 

• Intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or take a bat 

• Intentionally or recklessly damage or destroy any structure or place used for shelter or 
protection 

• Disturb a bat while it is occupying a structure or place which it uses for shelter or protection 

• Obstruct access to any structure or place used for shelter or protection 

• Possess or control any live or dead bat, or any part of, or anything derived from a bat 
 
In addition, all bat species are listed under Schedule 2 of the Conservation of Habitats & Species 
Regulations (Amendment) (EU Exit) 2019, meaning it is an offence to: 
 

• Deliberately capture, injure or kill a bat 

• Deliberately disturb a bat; in particular that is likely to impair their ability:  
(i) To survive, to breed or reproduce, or to rear or nurture their young; or 
(ii)  In the case of hibernating or migratory species, to hibernate or migrate; 

• To affect significantly the local distribution or abundance of the species to which they belong 

• Damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place of a bat 

• Be in possession of, or to control a bat 
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• Transport, sell, exchange, or offer for sale or exchange, any live or dead bat, or part of. 
 

All bat roosting sites receive legal protection even when bats are not present. 
 
3.2.3. Breeding birds 

No evidence of nesting birds was found on the site.  A number of birds were seen and heard 
whilst on site including blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus, great tit Parus major, coal tit Periparus ater, 
song thrush Turdus philomelos, blackbird Turdus merula and robin Erithacus rubecula. 
 
The trees and shrub layers offer suitable habitat for nesting birds, as well as a food source 
including invertebrates, berries and seeds.   
 
3.2.4. Invertebrates 

A few common invertebrates were recorded during the walkover survey including speckled wood 
Pararge aegeria and large white Pieris brassicae butterflies, and white/buff-tailed bumblebee 
Bombus species, around the open glades and paths.   
 
The dark and dense canopy of the woodland will restrict the species it can support, as it will affect 
the light and temperature penetrating to the ground and therefore vegetation growth; the glades 
and rides will be able to support a more diverse range of the species as they will have a more 
varied vegetation structure providing food and shelter, and links to adjacent habitat.   
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3.2.5. Other mammals 

Low numbers (2 to 3) deer have been observed on site.  No evidence of deer browsing was 
observed during the walkover survey. 
 
A wood mouse Apodemus sylvaticus was observed foraging amongst the understorey flora along 
the northern boundary of the site during the walkover survey.  The bramble in particular provides 
a valuable food source for small mammals, as well as shelter from predators and disturbance by 
people and dogs. 
 
3.2.6. Invasive non-native species 

There is known to be Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica present by the telephone exchange 
on Glashyers Hill although this was not seen during the survey.  This is being monitored and 
treated.   
 
Management of cherry laurel Prunus laurocerasus, which is throughout the understorey, is also 
being undertaken.   
 

3.3. Review of progress 

Whilst progress has been made on some of the actions recommended in the 2016 report, others 
have not yet been implemented.  A full review is provided in Table 1.   
 
In summary, larger tree works have occurred on site, including the retention of monoliths and 
logs/dead wood to provide habitat for wildlife.  A number of bat and bird boxes have been erected 
that can be observed around the common.  Bramble and bracken has been managed, but will 
need on-going management to ensure this does not increase in extent or stop a more diverse 
ground flora developing.  The ground flora still does not contain many heathland species as 
reported by the previous HBIC surveys, management of the bramble in particular should help this 
develop if the seeds are still dormant in the soil. 
 
Further advice is provided in the management plan update in section 4. 
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Table 1. Reporting against biodiversity actions from previous management advice of 2016 to 2021 
 

OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
PROGRESS 

2021 
Expansion and creation of 
clearings and rides 
 

 

Monitor and removal of unsafe dead sweet chestnut 
trees (leave some trunks to create monoliths). Monitor 
the response to increased light levels 
 
Phased thinning of the Scot’s pine trees, starting with 
those adjacent to glades and openings and within 
coppice areas 
 
Raking and removing some leaf litter and dead 
material to allow light to penetrate to the soil level 
 
Clear scrub to maintain and extend existing clearings 
and rides 
 
Removal of pine, birch and sycamore saplings and 
regeneration to maintain openings 
 
Manage bramble, bracken and holly, so that they do 
not expand to dominate, maintaining some dense 
patches for cover.   

Increased light to ground and 
understorey encouraging growth 
of woodland ground flora and 
heathland species 
 
Adequate light to young coppice 
for vigorous growth   
 
Food source and shelter for birds, 
invertebrates and bats 
 

 

Monoliths present and evidence 
of clearance. 
 
More area with light penetrating 
to ground, allowing ground flora 
and shrub layer to develop 
resulting in more varied 
structure with some flowering 
species. 
 
Bramble, bracken and holly 
patches present, some 
encroachment particularly on 
path to north east of common.  
Needs to be monitored and 
managed as rotational mosaic. 

Control of invasive, non-native 
species 

Removal of non-native and invasive tree and shrub 
species.  Including laurel, Leyland cypress and 
rhododendron that pose a threat to the naturalness of 
the Common 

Invasive, non-native species 
removed from site  
 

Some laurel present but not 
extensive.  Only a few 
rhododendron plants present. 

Increased species diversity and 
structure 

Coppicing of suitable trees e.g. sweet chestnut and 
hazel 
 
 

More diverse habitat structure  
 
Provision of bird nesting and 
potential dormouse habitat 
 

Not observed during walkover 

Create showpiece feature trees Clear space around selected tree specimens: multi 
stemmed rowan, beech, pine, oak, sweet chestnut  

Increased light and reduced 
crowding of the specimens will 
allow a more spreading growth 
habit and healthy tree 
 
Local community involvement in 
the care of attractive tree 
specimens 

Some clearance has been 
undertaken but needs to be 
monitored for new saplings 
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OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
PROGRESS 

2021 
Thinning of saplings and young 
regrowth  

Clearance of young sapling trees, leaving a few 
selected trees 

Reduced competition for light and 
space for ground flora 
 
Increased structural and  species 
diversity 
 

On-going management 
required. 
 
Some areas with very little 
growth whilst others need some 
thinning. 

Increased habitat for 
invertebrates 

Identify and retain suitable standing deadwood as 
monoliths 
 
 
 
  

Retention of trees as habitat for 
invertebrates, birds and bats  
 

Monoliths present 

Create habitat piles using dead wood Habitat piles provide refuges for 
invertebrates and amphibians 

Deadwood present 

Community Engagement Work with volunteers and contractors 
 
Active practical conservation work party 

Engagement with local volunteers 
who value the site, offer 
knowledge and regularly 
undertake practical conservation 
tasks 
 
Links with trusted contractors to 
assist with larger tasks 
 
Foster appreciation of biodiversity 
actions 
 
 

Contractors employed to 
undertake felling of large trees 
 
Information board by grassland 

Develop volunteer survey skills to monitor site Long-term commitment to site 
and sense of ownership 
 
Skill development opportunities 
for volunteers 
 
Records contributing to local and 
national databases 
 

Unknown 
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OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
PROGRESS 

2021 
Involvement with local school and interest groups e.g. 
brownies and cubs 

Engagement with local 
community 
 
Promotion of site 

Unknown 

Removal of fly-tipped furniture 
 
  

Further fly-tipping is discouraged 
 
Increased pride in the site 

No litter present on site 

Ensure visitor safety Check trees periodically on a zoned basis according 
to use level.  These should be defined by someone 
who knows the site and its use well 
 
Carry out checks in high risk zones by a trained 
arboriculturist annually 
 
 

Identify and reduce the risk of 
injury due to falling dead or dying 
trees or branches 
 
 

Very little visible dead wood 
present on trees. 

Encourage visitors to take their dog mess home for 
disposal 

No dog waste on site 
 
More attractive and safe 
environment for all users 

No visible evidence of dog 
mess 

Promote importance of Arford 
common 

On-site notice boards with maps and descriptions of 
history and wildlife 
 
Guided walks about the history and wildlife of the 
common 

Foster interest in the site 
 
Increased engagement with local 
community 

Information board present by 
grassland 

A website or group page listing volunteer work parties 
and management being undertaken 
 
Temporary notices on site 
 

Opportunities for local residents 
to get involved 
 
Increased understanding and 
engagement with local residents 

Unknown 

Provision of more space for 
wildlife 

Installation of bird boxes on trees Increased nesting opportunities 
for birds 

Numerous boxes observed 
around the site 

Installation of bat boxes on trees Increased roosting provision for 
bats 

Numerous boxes observed 
around the site 
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4. MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
An overview of the management recommendations for the habitat types found at Arford Common are 
detailed below in sections 4.1 to 4.4, many of which are on-going recommendations from previous 
surveys and plans; with a tabular management plan in section 4.5.  More detailed works plans are 
included in appendices 2 & 3. 
 
The management plan is divided into 5 main columns; Objective, Action, Outcome, Targets and 
Reporting Method.  Objectives are the overall aim of undertaking the action, actions are the key 
activities that need to be undertaken, outcomes are the benefits to biodiversity that will be achieved, 
the targets are the steps that need to be fulfilled by the end of the stated years, and the reporting 
method identifies how progress towards the final objective is going to be monitored. 
 
Some of the actions listed are already underway; others are potential projects, while others are 
aspirational, they represent ideal actions given sufficient resources and time.   

 
The management plan is a working document, and therefore should be regularly reviewed within the 
appropriate Parish Council meetings to ensure it remains relevant to the site. 
 

4.1. Woodland 

The creation and retention of glades and rides will benefit most woodland species, botanical and 
animal, as well as encourage heathland vegetation recovery.  This would focus on the current open 
areas of the grasslands and connecting habitats such as areas of tree felling and the footpaths.    
Dead material (leaf litter) should be cleared to allow light to soil level.  ). 
 
Thinning of trees to ensure varied age range and structure, and allow trees space to grow.  Before 
works, trees for removal should be identified (e.g. small diameter, close growing trees), local residents 
consulted regarding reasons and locations of felling, felling contractors assessments made as to 
appropriate method of takedown and relevant tree work licences obtained from the Forestry 
Commission. 
 
Laurel, holly and bramble, can become dense and dominant, limiting light and structural diversity.  
Continue to remove non-native laurel and to manage holly and bramble to maintain some dense 
patches, but not become dominant.  
 
Monitoring and treatment of non-native invasive rhododendron will need to be undertaken to stop it 
spreading and out-competing the native flora present.  The GB Non-native species secretariat 2016 
factsheet on Rhododendron provides information about the species  
(http://www.nonnativespecies.org/factsheet/factsheet.cfm?speciesId=3004), and the Forestry 
Commission ‘Managing and controlling invasive rhododendron’ practice guide 
(https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/2557/fcpg017.pdf) provides practical advice on 
management.  
 

4.2. Grassland 

The amenity grassland could be maintained for use as an open recreational area.  The feature sweet 
chestnut could be a source of learning for school visits, for example, to estimate tree age. 
 
Encroachment by adjacent scrub should be monitored and cut back on a rotational basis.  
 
The other area of grassland thought to have remnant heath needs to be cut back and managed to 
stop the growth of less desirable species such as bramble scrub. 
 

4.3. Scrub and Tall ruderal 

This habitat provides a valuable source of food and shelter, however is can become dominant and 
spread.  Therefore it should be managed on a rotational basis. This area could be maintained as low 
shrub and ground flora.  By clearing the area every few years this would prevent the more persistent 
perennials e.g. bramble and gorse from dominating.   
 

http://www.nonnativespecies.org/factsheet/factsheet.cfm?speciesId=3004
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4.4. General advice 

Japanese knotweed spreads readily from plant fragments and is tenacious, requiring repeated 
licenced treatment to eradicate.  There is known to be Japanese knotweed present by the telephone 
exchange on Glashyers Hill, which is undergoing treatment.  No potentially contaminated plant or soil 
material should be taken off site and the treatment process should be continued.  Invasive non-native 
species may appear innocent looking garden escapes, but may spread rapidly to exclude other 
plants.  Any presence should be recorded and disposed of after seeking advice. 
 
If bonfires are used to reduce the excess material from habitat clearance works, ensure the bonfire is 
checked thoroughly for wildlife before lighting.  Choose a site where there will be minimal damage to 
the ground flora and/or surrounding trees, and that can be used repeatedly.  A method used to limit 
the damage to the ground and to contain the fire debris, is to build the fire on top of sheets of 
corrugated metal; by piling two or three sheets, positioned at ninety degrees to each other. 
 
Any herbicides used should be applied according to the manufacturer’s instructions and directly 
applied to cut stumps.  The application needs to be undertaken by a qualified (NPTC PA1 and PA6) 
person. 
 
Any wildlife seen on site should be recorded.  This can be done using Living Record 
(www.livingrecord.net), an online system for regular biological recorders. You can view your own 
records as well as shared distribution maps and download your records as an excel spreadsheet. All 
records are verified by the relevant county recorder and sent to HBIC to become part of the 
referenced county database. 
 
The common takes the form of an island surrounded by houses.  Neighbouring residences could bear 
this in mind within their own private gardens, creating corridors for movement along hedgerows 
between the site and beyond the ring of houses, putting in holes at the base of fences to allow 
movement of wildlife particularly hedgehogs (www.hedgehogstreet.org) and choosing wildlife friendly 
planting such as night flowering species that attract moths, which provide a food source for bats. 
 
 

http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
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4.5. Management plan 

OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
TARGET (YEARS) REPORTING 

METHOD 1- 2 3 – 5 6 – 10 
Expansion and 
creation of 
clearings and rides 
 

 

Monitor and removal of unsafe 
trees (leave some trunks to 
create monoliths). Monitor the 
response to increased light 
levels 
 
Phased thinning of close 
growing, small diameter trees 
 
Raking and removing some 
leaf litter and dead material to 
allow light to penetrate to the 
soil level 
 
Clear scrub to maintain and 
extend existing clearings and 
rides 
 
Removal of pine, birch and 
sycamore saplings and 
regeneration to maintain 
openings 
 
Manage bramble, bracken and 
holly, so that they do not 
expand to dominate or 
encroach on open areas, 
maintaining some dense 
patches for cover.   

Increased light to 
ground and 
understorey 
encouraging 
growth of woodland 
ground flora and 
heathland species 
 
Adequate light to 
young coppice for 
vigorous growth   
 
Food source and 
shelter for birds, 
invertebrates and 
bats 
 

 

Dangerous tree 
assessment, 
removal if required 
 
Alternate cutting of 
bramble along 
edges of footpaths 
 
Management of 
scrub but some 
dense bramble and 
holly patches remain 
(mosaic cutting 
regime)  
 

Dangerous tree 
assessment, 
removal if required 
 
Thinning of close 
growing, small trees. 
 
Area of open 
clearings and rides 
has increased 
 
Ground flora present 
in thinned areas, 
indicated by 2-3 
positive indicator 
species for 
grassland and/or 
heathland 

Dangerous tree 
assessment, 
removal if required 
 
Thinning of close 
growing, small trees. 
 
Open clearings are 
being maintained 
 

 

Maintain records 
of tree works 
and report to 
relevant Parish 
meetings 
 
Map extent of 
the clearings  
and glades 
 
Number of 
positive 
indicators within 
the ground flora 
 
 

Control of invasive, 
non-native species 

Removal of non-native and 
invasive tree and shrub 
species.  Including laurel and 
rhododendron that pose a 
threat to the naturalness of the 
Common 
 
Monitor for encroachment of 
bamboo from neighbours 
 

Invasive, non-
native species 
removed from site  
 

Consultation with 
local residents 
regarding removal of 
rhododendron 
 
Continued removal 
of laurel 
 
Monitoring of 
bamboo  

Remove 
Rhododendron 
(assumed 
appropriate following 
consultation) 
 
Monitoring of 
bamboo 

Absence or 
continued reduction 
in non-native and 
invasive tree and 
shrub species 
 
Monitoring of 
bamboo 

Monitoring by 
warden and 
reporting to the 
Parish Council at 
relevant meeting 
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OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
TARGET (YEARS) REPORTING 

METHOD 1- 2 3 – 5 6 – 10 
Increased species 
diversity and 
structure 

Coppicing and thinning of 
suitable trees e.g. sweet 
chestnut and hazel 
 
 

More diverse 
habitat structure  
 
Provision of bird 
nesting and 
potential dormouse 
habitat 
 

One area of coppice 
has been cut 
 
 

Second area of 
coppice is planned 
and implemented  
 
Thinning of small 
diameter, close 
growing, tall trees 
e.g. silver birch 

Continuing hazel 
coppice in rotation is 
planned (8 years 
optimal for fruiting) 

Warden 
reporting to the 
Parish Council at 
relevant meeting 
 

Maintain 
showpiece feature 
trees 

Clear/maintain space around 
selected tree specimens: multi 
stemmed rowan, beech, pine, 
oak, sweet chestnut  

Increased light and 
reduced crowding 
of the specimens 
will allow a more 
spreading growth 
habit and healthy 
tree 
 

Maintain open 
uncrowded area 
around feature trees 
 

Maintain open 
uncrowded area 
around feature trees 
 

Maintain open 
uncrowded area 
around feature trees 
 

Survey of the 
condition of 
feature trees 
 
Warden 
reporting to the 
Parish Council at 
relevant meeting 

Thinning of 
saplings and young 
regrowth  

Clearance of young sapling 
trees, leaving a few selected 
trees 

Reduced 
competition for light 
and space for 
ground flora 
 
Increased 
structural and  
species diversity 
 

Target thinning 
areas identified and 
programmed into  
work party schedule 
 
Thinning undertaken 

Continued thinning 
of saplings  

Sapling growth is 
monitored and 
clearance carried out 
as required 

Evidence of 
sapling control 
within the work 
party schedule 

Increased habitat 
for invertebrates 

Retain suitable standing 
deadwood as monoliths, and 
felled tree sections on site.   
 
 
 
  

Retention of trees 
as habitat for 
invertebrates, birds 
and bats  
 

Identify further 
potential monoliths 
as and when tree 
works are required. 
 
Additional holes 
drilled to create 
cavities and 
stimulate rotting if 
required 

Identify further 
potential monoliths 
as and when tree 
works are required. 
 
Additional holes 
drilled to create 
cavities and 
stimulate rotting if 
required 

Identify further 
potential monoliths 
as and when tree 
works are required. 
 
Additional holes 
drilled to create 
cavities and 
stimulate rotting if 
required 

Number of 
monoliths.   
 
Evidence of rot 
and woodpecker 
foraging holes 
 
 

Create habitat piles using dead 
wood 

Habitat piles 
provide refuges for 
invertebrates and 
amphibians 

 Lying dead wood is 
present, loosely 
fallen and in piles, at 
different stages of 
decay 

 Presence of 
lying deadwood 
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OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
TARGET (YEARS) REPORTING 

METHOD 1- 2 3 – 5 6 – 10 
Retain scrub as food source for 
invertebrates 

Valuable food 
source and shelter 
for a range of 
invertebrates 
including woodland 
butterflies 

Manage scrub on 
rotational basis to 
ensure varied age 
range but stop 
encroachment in to 
open habitats 

Manage scrub on 
rotational basis to 
ensure varied age 
range but stop 
encroachment in to 
open habitats 

Manage scrub on 
rotational basis to 
ensure varied age 
range but stop 
encroachment in to 
open habitats 

Evidence of 
management 
within work party 
schedule. 
 
Butterfly 
sightings 
recorded on 
Living Record 

Community 
Engagement 

Develop volunteer survey skills 
to monitor site 

Long-term 
commitment to site 
and sense of 
ownership 
 
Skill development 
opportunities for 
volunteers 
 
Records 
contributing to local 
and national 
databases 
 

Use ‘Living Record’ 
to record species on 
site and contribute 
to county records  
 
Undertake bat walk  
 
Create and 
implement butterfly 
transect following 
Butterfly 
Conservation 
methodology  
 

Annual field survey 
carried out using Bat 
Conservation Trust 
National Bat 
Monitoring 
Programme 
methodology 
 
Set-up butterfly 
transect on UK 
Butterfly Monitoring 
Scheme website and 
continue monitoring 

Annual species 
surveys and 
monitoring are 
carried out according 
to interests and 
relevance to site 
 
Bat box check 
undertaken by 
licenced individual 

Biological 
Records are 
being submitted 
and reaching the 
relevant VC 
recorder 

Involvement with local school 
and interest groups e.g. 
brownies and cubs 

Engagement with 
local community 
 
Promotion of site 

Local schools have 
been contacted 
regarding their 
possible use of the 
site 

Successful  visit 
from a local school 
 

Two further visits 
planned and 
undertaken with 
local schools or 
interest groups 
 

Evidence of local 
school /interest 
group 
involvement 

Ensure visitor 
safety 

Check trees periodically on a 
zoned basis according to use 
level.  These should be defined 
by someone who knows the 
site and its use well 
 
Carry out checks in high risk 
zones by a trained 
arboriculturist annually 
 
 

Identify and reduce 
the risk of injury 
due to falling dead 
or dying trees or 
branches 
 
 

A map of tree zones 
is prepared 
 
Inspections are 
being made as 
appropriate 
 
 

Inspections are 
being made as 
appropriate 
 
 

Inspections are 
being made as 
appropriate 
 
 

Trees are 
checked and 
action is taken 
as appropriate 
accordingly 
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OBJECTIVE ACTION OUTCOME 
TARGET (YEARS) REPORTING 

METHOD 1- 2 3 – 5 6 – 10 
Encourage visitors to take their 
dog mess home for disposal 

No dog waste on 
site 
 
More attractive and 
safe environment 
for all users 

Signage regarding 
removal of dog 
waste 
 
Dog mess is taken 
home for disposal by 
owners 

  Report from 
warden to the 
appropriate 
Parish Council 
meeting 
regarding levels 
of dog mess on 
site 

Promote 
importance of 
Arford common 

On-site notice boards with 
maps and descriptions of 
history and wildlife 
 
Guided walks about the history 
and wildlife of the common 

Foster interest in 
the site 
 
Increased 
engagement with 
local community 

Regular updates put 
up on noticeboard 

Undertake a wildlife 
and/or history walk 

Undertake a BioBlitz 
 

Information 
board on site 
 
Attendance on 
history or wildlife 
walks 

A website or group page listing 
management being undertaken 
 
Temporary notices on site 
 

Increased 
understanding and 
engagement with 
local residents 

Create website 
and/or facebook 
page 
 
Create notices about 
specific 
management tasks 
as and when 
required, with links 
to website/facebook 
page for further info 

Online information 
sources are kept up 
to date 
 

 Statistics 
regarding hits on 
the online sites 
or number of 
members to 
interest groups 
 

Provision of more 
space for wildlife 

Maintenance / replacement of 
bird boxes on trees 

Increased nesting 
opportunities for 
birds 

Maintain and check 
use of boxes 

Maintain and check 
use of boxes 
 
Consider moving if 
not being used. 

Maintain and check 
use of boxe 
 
Replace any boxes 
that are damaged 

Number of 
boxes sited  
 
Submitted 
biological 
records of nest 
box use 

Maintenance / replacement of 
bat boxes on trees 

Increased roosting 
provision for bats 

Maintain and check 
use of boxes 

Maintain and check 
use of boxes 
 
Consider moving if 
not being used 

Maintain and check 
use of boxes 
 
Replace any boxes 
that are damaged 

Bat box check 
by licenced bat 
ecologist 
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5. SUMMARY  
 
Overall the management of Arford Common is creating a range of environments within the woodland 
and open spaces suitable for birds, small mammals and invertebrates, namely butterflies, and is a 
place for people to enjoy. 
 
The trees works that have been undertaken on site have allowed more light to reach the ground, 
promoting the growth of different woodland layers and creating micro-climates within the woodland. 
 
On-going management of the trees, through removal of hazardous trees and thinning of saplings and 
young growth, and the management of scrub and tall ruderals, namely bramble and nettle, will 
maintain and enhance the species diversity and help increase abundance. 
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Appendix 1: 
Botanical species list compiled during the walkover survey



 

 

Appendix 1. Botanical species list compiled during the walkover survey  
 
A qualitative measure of abundance based on DAFOR scale for the compartments was also 
undertaken.  The DAFOR scale provides an assessment of the abundance of particular species.   
D = Dominant, A = Abundant, F = Frequent, O = Occasional, R = Rare.  Species can also be Locally 
Dominant (LD) or Locally Abundant (LA) meaning there is a particularly dense patch but it does not 
extend to an entire area, for example a nettle bed. 
 
NB. The species recorded represent the key species found within each habitat type, and is not a 
complete list of all the species present. 
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Grasses             

Arrhenatherum elatius false oat-grass       O   

Dactylis glomerata cock's-foot   O       

Festuca rubra agg. red fescue   O     O 

Holcus lanatus yorkshire-fog O       O 

Lolium perenne perennial rye-grass   O       

Poa annua annual meadow grass   D   A F 

              

Herbs             

Alliaria petiolata garlic mustard       R   

Galium aparine cleavers       R R 

Geranium molle dove's-foot crane's-bill   R       

Geranium robertianum herb robert R   R O   

Geum urbanum wood avens O R R     

Iris pseudacorus yellow flag iris R         

Lonicera periclymenum honeysuckle R   R     

Plantago lanceolata ribwort plantain   R       

Plantago major greater plantain   O       

Pteridium aquilinum bracken O   O R O 

Ranunculus repens creeping buttercup   R   O   

Rubus fruticosus bramble LA   F F F 

Rumex crispus curled dock   R       

Rumex obtusifolius broad-leaved dock   O       

Stellaria holostea greater stitchwort       R   

Taraxacum agg. dandelion agg.   O   R   

Urtica dioica nettle (common) LA LA   R   

Veronica chamaedrys germander speedwell   R   F   

              

Woody species             

Acer pseudoplatanus sycamore R   R     

Betula spp. silver birch F   F   R 

Castanea sativa sweet chestnut   R O     

Corylus avellana hazel R   O     

Cupressus sp. conifer R   O     

Fagus sylvatica   beech F   F     



 

 

Fagus sylvatica purpurea copper beech R   R     

Hedera helix ivy R   LA     

Ilex aquifolium holly O   F     

Pinus sylvestris scots pine F   F     

Prunus laurocerasus laurel O   O     

Quercus robur pedunculate oak O         

Rhododendron ponticum rhododendron     R   R 

Salix sp willow species   R       

Sorbus aucuparia rowan R   O     

Taxus baccata yew R   R     

Ulex europaeus gorse (common)           
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Operational 
Objective 

Activity 

Month 
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Expansion and 
creation of 
clearings and 
rides 

Phased thinning of trees  X X        X X X 

Rotational scrub management  X X        X X X 

Sapling removal X X        X X X 

Hazel coppice X X        X X X 

Retain open 
habitats 

Cut amenity area    X    X     

Cut area of remnant heath to encourage heathland species and 
stop bramble encroachment 

   X    X     

Control of 
invasive, non-
native species 

Remove non-native invasive species X X        X X X 

Monitor for non-native invasive species X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Maintain 
showpiece 
feature trees 

Clear saplings from around feature trees X X        X X X 

Increased habitat 
for invertebrates 

Identify suitable trees to become monoliths X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Create habitat piles from material generated from tree works X X        X X X 

Community 
Engagement 

Volunteer surveys - butterflies   X X X X X X X X   

Ensure visitor 
safety 

Dangerous tree assessment X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Promote 
importance of 
Arford common 

Regularly update on-site information board X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Provision of Maintain and replace bird boxes X X        X X X 
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more space for 
wildlife 

Maintain and replace bat boxes X X         X X 
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Appendix 3. Long Term Work Programme 

 

Operational 
Objective 

Activity 

Year 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Expansion and 
creation of 
clearings and rides 

Phased thinning of trees in compartment 3 – sub-compartment 3.1 (thin 
silver birch. Use some material to create habitat piles) 

 X         

Phased thinning of trees in compartment 3 - sub-compartment 3.2 (thin 
rowan, beech and birch – retain 1 or 2 stems) 

 X         

Phased thinning of trees in compartment 4 – sub-compartment 4.1 (monitor 
for new growth, selective thinning of saplings and removal of dead trees)  

    X     X 

Phased thinning of trees in compartment compartment 4 – sub-
compartment 4.3 (thin rowan, beech and birch – retain 1 or 2 stems) 

 X         

Phased thinning of trees in compartment 8 (selective thinning of saplings 
and removal of dead trees) 

    X     X 

Rotational scrub management in compartment 3 – sub-compartment 3.3     X     X 

Rotational scrub management in compartment 3 – sub-compartment 3.4  X     X    

Rotational scrub management in compartment 3 – sub-compartment 3.5 X     X     

Rotational scrub management in compartment 3 – sub-compartment 3.6    X     X  

Rotational scrub management in compartment 7 – sub-compartment 7.1 X      X    

Rotational scrub management in compartment 7 – sub-compartment 7.2     X      

Rotational scrub management in compartment 7 – sub-compartment 7.3   X      X  

Rotational scrub management in compartment 7 – sub-compartment 7.4    X      X 

Rotational scrub management in compartment 7 – sub-compartment 7.5  X      X   

Rotational scrub management in compartment 7 – sub-compartment 7.6      X     

Scrub removal (bramble) to 1 metre along path – compartment 1 – sub-
compartment 1.1 (north) 

  X    X    



 

 

Operational 
Objective 

Activity 

Year 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Scrub removal (bramble) to 1 metre along path – compartment 1 – sub-
compartment 1.2 (south) 

X    X    X  

Scrub removal (bramble) to 1 metre along path – compartment 8 – sub-
compartment 8.2 (west) 

X    X    X  

Scrub removal (bramble) to 1 metre along path – compartment 8 – sub-
compartment 8.3 (east) 

  X    X    

Sapling removal compartment 1 (1.5) – retaining hazel which should be 
coppiced to promote fuller growth on 8 to 10 year cycle 

X         X 

Sapling removal compartment 4     X     X 

Sapling removal compartment 7  X     X    

Sapling removal compartment 8    X     X  

Hazel coppice – compartment 9     X      

Hazel coppice – compartment 10     X      

Retain open 
habitats 

Cut amenity area X X X X X X X X X X 

Cut area of remnant heath to encourage heathland species and stop 
bramble encroachment (review at 5 years if heath species returned) 

X X X X X      

Control of invasive, 
non-native species 

Remove non-native invasive species (review progress after 5 years) X X X X X      

Monitor for non-native invasive species X X X X X X X X X X 

Maintain 
showpiece feature 
trees 

Clear saplings from around feature trees   X     X   

Increased habitat 
for invertebrates 

Identify suitable trees to become monoliths X X X X X X X X X X 

Create habitat piles from material generated from tree works X X X X X X X X X X 



 

 

Operational 
Objective 

Activity 

Year 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Community 
Engagement 

Volunteer surveys - butterflies X X X X X X X X X X 

Ensure visitor 
safety 

Dangerous tree assessment X X X X X X X X X X 

Monitor and remove/monolith sweet chestnuts (1.3, 1.4 & 4.2) X X X X X X X X X X 

Promote 
importance of 
Arford common 

Regularly update on-site information board X X X X X X X X X X 

Hold a guided walk or BioBlitz X   X   X   X 

Provision of more 
space for wildlife 

Maintain and replace bird boxes   X   X   X  

Maintain and replace bat boxes   X   X   X  

 
 
 
 



  ITEM 11d 
 

Request to use the Village Green in July 2022 to hold a charity Classic Car Show. 
 
 
A request has been received to use the Village Green on Saturday 23 July 2022 for a charity 
Classic Car Show, called Classics on the Green. 
 
The event is being organised by a local family in memory of their father who passed away 
last year.  They hope to raise money for a cancer charity. 
 
The proposed event would run from 10am to 7pm and may include food venders, licenced 
bar, and live music. 
 
Organisers would be on the site from 8am and until the site is cleared. 
 
The organisers understand the need for insurance, event plans, risk assessments and the 
correct licences.  If they are granted permission to hold the event on the Village Green, they 
will then contact EHDC for their requirements. 
 
It is not known at present how many vehicles will be attending. 
 
Decisions to be made: 
 
1. Can the Village Green be used on 23 July 2022 for a charity Classic Car Show? 
2. If yes, is there to be a charge for using the Green? 
3. Are there any other requirements / stipulations attached to the use if approved? 



1 
 

Farnborough Airport Noise 
 
 
This is a brief summary of the causes of aircraft noise in this area and how the changes at 
Farnborough Airport have made the situation worse.  
 
Everyone has a right to a ‘quiet life’ that is enshrined in the Human Rights Act. The 
government, through various legislation, has established protected areas e.g. National 
Parks and Areas Of Outstanding Natural Beauty where peace, quiet and the environment 
should be protected. It has also put in place guidelines for the CAA to design and control 
the airspace to reduce noise disruption over these places and the population overall.  
 
It is therefore hard to understand how the proposed changes at Farnborough and the 
surrounding airspace comply with the legislation and guidelines. Farnborough provides 
private jet services to a very small number of ultra-wealthy individuals and celebrities. 
Business flights are a relatively small proportion. On average there are 2.4 passengers per 
plane (Farnborough data). The aircraft generally fly to destinations that are serviced by 
commercial flights and the emissions from these flights are about 70 times more than a 
person flying the same journey on a scheduled flight.  
 
The airport employs a relatively small number of people (about 150) and most of the 
aircraft are registered outside the UK. No tax and duty is paid on aviation fuel so it is 
erroneous to suggest that the airport and its operations will have a significant economic 
benefit to this area or the UK overall. 
 
The airport is owned by Macquarie Infrastructure and Real Assets (an Australian 
business). The business makes much of its sustainability credentials and investments in 
green energy but says little about the most polluting transport infrastructure it has 
invested in. https://www.mirafunds.com/uk/en.html 
 
 
Sections: 
 

1. Why are we seeing and hearing more aircraft? 

2. The airspace changes aren’t working 

3. The airspace changes are dangerous 

4. There aren’t supposed to be aircraft flying low in this area 

5. What can be done about aircraft noise? 

 
  

https://www.mirafunds.com/uk/en.html
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1) Why are we seeing and hearing more aircraft? 
 
There are several reasons why aircraft noise has increased recently and they are related. 
 
Farnborough Airport was established as an airport for private jets in 2003. It was acquired 
by TAG in 2007 with the aim to become the largest private jet airport in the UK. In 2009, 
TAG applied to increase the number of movements from 28,000 a year (2,500 at weekends) 
to 50,000 a year (9,000 at weekends). A movement is a departure or landing. Rushmoor 
Council refused the application but it was overruled by the secretary of state. At the 
moment it is operating at about 30,000 movements a year but is at maximum capacity 
during weekends. TAG sold Farnborough Airport to Macquarie Investments in 2019 and they 
intend to grow the business to 70,000 movements a year and increase the number of flights 
at weekends. The airport has stated that it has capacity for 100,000 movements a year. 
 
To put this into context: 50,000 movements a year equates to an average of 160 
movements a day. That’s an average of 11 movements an hour but they are peaking at 20 
an hour. That can (and frequently does) mean an aircraft going over every three minutes. 
 
But this doesn’t explain why some areas have seeing huge increases in jets overflying – from 
a few a day in 2018 to 160 a day now.  
 
A public consultation started in 2012 and has continued over several years. The consultation 
papers can be found here https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-
change/Decisions/Farnborough-Airport-airspace-change-proposal/. 
 
Previously, the airspace around Farnborough was unregulated. Any plane, helicopter, 
balloon or glider could fly anywhere in this area without permission up to 3,400 feet high.  
The consultation looked at making the area ‘controlled airspace’ so only jets and other 
approved aircraft could use it. The argument put forward by the airport was that it would be 
safer (as other aircraft would need permission to enter the controlled airspace). Additional 
benefits would be that Farnborough jets would fly a more direct route on takeoff/landing 
and fewer people would be overflown (so fewer people would be impacted by the noise). 
The changes to airspace came into effect in February 2020. They are complicated but the 
diagram below shows the controlled airspace e.g. CTA4 above Frensham/Milford is 2,500ft 
at the lowest and 3,500ft at the highest. CTA1 above Guildford is 2,000ft – 2,500ft. 
 

https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Decisions/Farnborough-Airport-airspace-change-proposal/
https://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Decisions/Farnborough-Airport-airspace-change-proposal/
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Within the controlled airspace, there are designated flightpaths for departures and arrivals 
from the east and the west. 
 

 
 
The new airspace was a proposal that was to be reviewed in March 2021. Of course Covid-
19 hit and it is only now that the volume of flights has recovered to pre-pandemic levels. 
The proposed regulations mean that jets have to approach and depart along specific 
corridors. It means that while many people have fewer flights over them, some people get a 
LOT more. While the logic may be sound, it misses a key point. While fewer people may be 
overflown because the flight paths are over rural areas, the flights are more disruptive to 
those people as the rural/village areas are quieter. Large towns have a higher background 
noise and people are relatively less disturbed. 
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Another reason why there are more and noisier aircraft is that all the non-commercial 
aircraft such as light aircraft and helicopters that don’t have permission to use the 
controlled airspace have to fly under it. Aviation requires a minimum separation of 1,000ft 
so these aircraft are generally flying at a maximum height of 1,500ft – 2,000ft. As these 
aircraft are flying at about half the height they were in the past, they are about four times 
noisier to someone on the ground. 
 
But there is another factor causing some areas south of Farnham to experience an even 
greater density of aircraft. Normally, aircraft can’t fly below 1,000ft from the ground….. and, 
with the required separation, they can’t fly above 1,500ft if there are aircraft in the 
controlled airspace at 2,500ft. Many of the hills around here are 300ft – 700ft which doesn’t 
give enough space for aircraft to be high enough from the ground and low enough to be 
under the controlled airspace. So what is happening is that many aircraft are flying ‘through 
the valleys’ which means aircraft flying from east to west fly a route over Guildford through 
the North Downs ‘gap’ then they fly west along the river Wey valley over Shackleford, 
Elstead, Tilford, Alton and then out of the controlled airspace where they can fly higher. I’ve 
talked to several pilots who have looked on their navigation/routing systems and they have 
confirmed this. It’s a bit like living out in the middle of the countryside but satnavs take all 
the traffic through tiny narrow roads because it’s the shortest route. 
 
Example of a helicopter using the ‘Guildford Gap’ (and second one flying the same route) 

 
 
 
I believe there is another reason for the increase in noise. There is a higher level airspace in 
the area that is used by Heathrow and Gatwick. I’m seeing a lot more large commercial 
aircraft going over at 7,000 – 9,000ft using these airports. I think they are flying over this 
area more because of the controlled airspace. Previously, large commercial jets would have 
avoided it in case there were unregulated aircraft using it so there would be a greater risk to 
aircraft safety. I have a meeting with a member of NATS (air traffic control) at Farnborough 
and will discuss this. 
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Example of commercial aircraft flying over this area 

 
 
 
Of course we also have significant numbers of military helicopters flying low over this area 
(Chinooks, Apaches and Merlins) and commercial jets turning into Lasham where there is an 
aircraft service business. 
 

 
 
 
2) The airspace changes aren’t working 
 
The original Farnborough Airport consultation put forward the argument that jets would 
follow designated flightpaths and this would mean fewer circling jets and a more direct 
route to/from the airport which would reduce noise and emissions. It would also reduce the 
number of people overflown. However, aircraft aren’t following the designated routes and 
they are still circling over the area, impacting more people.  
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Wrong flightpath (defined corridor in red) 

 
 
Aircraft arriving from the north looping round the south – increasing people overflown 

 
 
Aircraft circling at low altitude – increasing people overflown 
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These events are happening every day and I have raised these issues with Farnborough 
Airport. They say that NATS is directing the aircraft so they can only do what NATS tells 
them. 
 
3) The airspace changes are dangerous 
 
As discussed earlier, airspace above this area is now controlled airspace (2,500ft or 3,000ft 
base). Any aircraft entering this airspace must have permission. I’m sure this has increased 
the operational safety of jets as all other aircraft should keep out of this airspace unless 
they’re given permission. However, throughout the UK, there are breaches of controlled 
airspace on a regular basis and these are often investigated by the CAA.  
 
What isn’t recognised is the increase in risk for aircraft below 2,500ft. There are many more 
aircraft operating in a very narrow range of heights to keep out of the controlled airspace. I 
frequently see aircraft taking avoiding action (which is good) but some aircraft, such as 
gliders and microlites, are very difficult to spot when you are busy flying your own aircraft, 
navigating and potentially communicating on the radio at the same time. It seems 
inevitable, given the volume of air traffic, that there will be a mid-air collision at some time. 
 
I’ve mentioned the minimum height of aircraft to be 1,000ft above towns. International 
aviation law allows aircraft to fly as low as 500ft above unpopulated areas. Some pilots see 
fields and think the area is unpopulated and fly as low as 500ft (sometimes lower) but this is 
irresponsible. Drones and model aircraft can be flown up to 400ft, a shotgun has a range of 
700ft (e.g. clay pigeon shooting) and given that an engine failure at 500ft means a pilot has 
about a minute and 2 miles to find a place to land, it is far too low.  
 
 
4) There aren’t supposed to be aircraft flying low in this area 
 
Noise pollution is a significant problem in modern life. Effort is made to make car and jet 
engines quieter. Road surfaces are made to reduce noise. Environmental legislation is in 
place to restrict the volume of noise and when it can be made. But aviation seems to be the 
exception to most of these regulations. 
 
Aircraft are exempt from noise reported as antisocial behaviour (compared to cars, 
machinery or people). Many of the light aircraft flying these days are 30 – 50 years old and 
were built in a time when engine noise wasn’t a consideration. In fact many piston engine 
light aircraft are now noisier than jets. There is also no restriction on when aircraft can fly 
overhead (different to when airports can operate). 
 
The government has established areas like National Parks to protect the environment and 
provide a space for peace and quiet. There are government guidelines for the CAA to 
implement when they design and plan air traffic in the UK. These are the ‘Air Navigation 
Guidelines 2017’. The relevant section is below: 
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The guidelines state that: 
 

 
 
But there are aircraft flying all the time, every day, long distances over National Parks and 
AONB well below this height when they can fly higher and the Farnborough controlled 
airspace has pushed even more aircraft to a lower altitude. You may have seen the 
helicopters operated by Castle Air that fly the entire journey at 1,700ft from Biggin Hill to 
Cornwall several times a day over numerous national parks and AONB. Nothing is done 
about it by the CAA. 
 
On top of that, flight training schools from 50 miles away fly to this area to practice. I spoke 
to one school that was operating from Cotswold Airport and using this area! Yet much of 
this area is in the North Downs National Park and Surrey Hills AONB and should be 
protected. 
  
It seems ridiculous to have recently established the North Downs National Park, then to put 
in place restrictions that result in large numbers of aircraft to fly over it at low altitude.  
 
 
5) What can be done to tackle aircraft noise? 
 
When Farnborough Airport Ltd was approved, the government required that an 
independent committee was established to ensure the various bodies were represented. 
This is the Farnborough Airport Consultative Committee (FACC - http://www.facc.org.uk/). 

It comprises of representatives from the airport, some local councillors and other bodies, 
such as NATS, Farnborough Airport Residents Association, etc. There are many problems 
with the committee: 
 

• Many councils weren’t consulted regarding the original proposals and have no 
representation on the committee despite residents in those councils being 
significantly impacted (e.g. Guildford) 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facc.org.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ROInikMfh7kY0HSXMl7Nff_oeSJN1JIlekCLq2Wp6mS7iRnSN4nQJ5rU&h=AT1tGdr7qDCXxvQFxr4Ai_CNGoBp7EKUvmKoA-83brdTTZ4GjwnBheTna2jMb-AfyhZcS3W8awznogl5pAfj3VEP0nGHmjOpaQ147hhADl2wKyf6-fF5kF-k40VwxslrEW6AaC1OsyGlYCBjsQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0bVrGRHoCGkq5twJ_55Rfas-80y6u_0PiLQwKJ48BNcYHYjX5G6JE83C5biRW9LKUBQvmKtZgAYIwoqS2lK3wugUYrzTwUXnZLWGCBuuLwxwRXFutv_pHKLvclmw-zA9-cODBNpS5nyOc5hh-l6nHSUQCQlC3eUyogx203IBJ1r8ViNIeG9-pqcGpTFPR_ypT9OOF2b5ML84SCpA
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• It isn’t independent as the chair and secretary are aviation people. This has led to 
frustration from councillors and the public regarding the constitution of the FACC. 
For example, questions submitted via the FACC to FAL have not been answered and 
the FACC has not required it to do so. The FACC meeting in June was volatile and 
concerns were raised by councillors. These meetings are recorded and you can 
watch them on YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/embed/bwd4JYKrvI0) 

• The focus 12 years ago was the impact of noise. Awareness of the impact of climate 
change has grown since then and private jets are huge CO2 emitters (about 70 times 
more than a commercial flight per passenger). There is no representation on the 
committee regarding the environmental impact of the airport and flights, and there 
should be 

 
FAL must record complaints of noise and over flying raised by the public but it ignores 
complaints where an aircraft deviates from the agreed route if NATS tells it to fly that route 
and it ignores noise more than 3 miles from the airport. Therefore, the majority of 
complaints are not registered as a breach and FAL appears to be complying with its noise 
and disturbance obligations. Complaints from the public are reviewed by the FACC but it has 
no powers. 
 
A Post Implementation Review (PIR) was to be conducted to assess the impact of the new 
flightpaths. It was delayed from 2020 to 2021 because of Covid-19 and is due to happen in 
October. However, the PIR is not going to assess the true impact of flight operations as it is 
only concerned with noise from jets – not the additional noise from more aircraft flying 
lower because of the airspace changes and it is only measuring the noise of jets at the 
airport – not in the rural areas that are now overflown. If the PIR takes place without 
properly assessing the wider aspects, the flight path changes will be formalised with no 
challenge which will open the door to permission for a further increase in flights. 
 
The best way to get your concerns across regarding Farnborough Airport is via the 
councillors who represent residents on the FACC. The councillors in the FACC are listed on 
the FACC website. You can of course write to your MP. It is also worth reporting noise issues 
so at least they are registered and this can be done by: 
 

• Calling the airport on 01252 526001 

• Emailing your complaint to complaints@farnboroughairport.com 

• Using the online tool - https://webtrak.emsbk.com/fab 
 
 
You can also attend the FACC meetings (next one in October 2021) and you can get more 
involved with the Farnborough Noise Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/505992344059468.  
 
 
The airspace changes and the government legislation is large and extremely complex. I have 
tried to explain the situation honestly and as simply as possible. There will be other 
interpretations of the situation and the legislation. The views expressed above should not 
be regarded as a complete and comprehensive explanation.  

https://www.youtube.com/embed/bwd4JYKrvI0
mailto:complaints@farnboroughairport.com
https://webtrak.emsbk.com/fab?fbclid=IwAR3S1hFZkjfMjxBgtOHYRoRGSOAVbVsEOg8zruiYCPdTAsLU0lC5CGnp2gI
https://www.facebook.com/groups/505992344059468


  ITEM 13 
 

Council representatives 

To receive a report, from the following representatives: 

 

 

Headley Allotment Association Peter Ellens, Lesley Coombes  

Headley Village Hall  Jim Wood 

Arford Common Warden Virginia Evers, Mark Dickens 

Headley Sports Association Jim Wood, Rita Stubbings, Deborah Chamberlain, Mark Dickens 

EHAPTC Andrew Luff, Jon Berry 

HALC AGM Anthony Williams 

River Wey Trust Andrew Luff, Anthony Williams 

Longmoor Community Group Jon Berry, Mark Dickens 

Headley Twinning Association Peter Ellens, Deborah Chamberlain 

Standford Land Mark Dickens, Peter Ellens, Andrew Luff 

Transport Tony Williamson, Jon Berry 

 

 


