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HEADLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the virtual Full Council Meeting held on Monday 14 December 2020 at 7.30pm 

via Zoom. 

 

Present: 

 

Cllr Deborah Chamberlain (Chairman)  Cllr Anthony Williams (Vice-Chairman) 

Cllr Lesley Coombes     Cllr Peter Ellens 

Cllr Andrew Luff     Cllr Paul Tansley    

Cllr Tony Williamson  

 

In attendance:   Mrs Melanie Wathen (Clerk & Executive Officer) 

 

Also present: 2 Members of the public.  

 

C137/20 Apologies for absence   

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Evers and Stubbings.  

   

C138/20 Declaration of interests  

 Cllr Luff declared an interest in Item 10c Mill Lane Playing Field gates and 

item 13 update on the lease for Mill Lane Playing Fields, as he is a tenant on 

the neighbouring land and uses the joint access.  

Cllr Chamberlain declared an interest in item 10d SSEN Sub-Station at Arford 

Common, as her property adjoins the land.  Cllr Williams will take the Chair 

for this item. 

Cllr Williamson declared an interest in item 10d SSEN Sub-Station at Arford 

Common, as he lives opposite the site. 

   

C139/20 Council minutes  

RESOLVED: To confirm the minutes of the meeting held by Zoom on 9 

November 2020.  The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.  

   

C140/20  Committee minutes 

RESOLVED: To receive as follows: 

Planning Committee: 7 December 2020. 

 

C141/20 Chairman’s report  

 Councillors are currently having issues with emails whilst they are being 

transferred over to a new domain name and server.  This will be discussed in 

full later in the meeting.  Thank you to Cllr Tansley for all his hard work in 

undertaking this project. 

 

Thank you to all Councillors and staff for your support and help this year. 
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C142/20 Hampshire County Council matters   

 

There was no report from County Cllr Floss Mitchell.  

   

 Highway Orders: No works were reported.     

   

C143/20 East Hants District Council  

 Cllr Williams reported: 

 Obviously, recent weeks have been dominated by Covid, and I receive 

frequent updates at local level, some of which I forward to the Clerk. The 

Winter Edition of Partners Magazine has just been published – online and in 

print, and this lists important Covid weblinks and helplines, including contact 

details for the Headley Food Bank at St. Francis Community Church on 

Headley Down.  

 

Other items covered in Partners include an article on Climate Change which 

introduces the new EHDC Climate Champion – Cllr Elaine Woodard. More and 

more of the workings of the District Council are affected by the impact, and 

future impacts, of climate change, from the new District Council’s 
Constitution to the emerging Local Plan.  

 

The new Whitehill and Bordon Leisure Centre has now opened. This replaces 

the old one on the Mill Chase Academy Campus. There is a two-page update 

on other progress in W&B, in Partners magazine. 

 

All District Council Meetings are still on Skype for Business, whilst some 

recent briefings have been on Teams. Even planning site visits have been 

“virtual” since March. 
 

Richard Millard and I still have monies available in our Councillor Grant funds. 

Can any potential grant applicant contact me with details of their claim 

(maximum £1,000) so that I can check if it qualifies. 

 

Lastly, the District Council has published a Draft Independent Governance 

Review which I forwarded to the Clerk. A full review was commissioned after 

an email was sent to Cllr Millard complaining of the District Council’s handling 
of the application for the five bungalows at Applegarth Vale. A selection of 

Officers and Councillors (including myself) were interviewed by Mr Bowles, 

and he has published a detailed review of the governance procedures of the 

Council, ending in his recommendations for certain changes.   

  

 Financial matters   

C144/20 Receipts and Payments made in November 2020  

RESOLVED: to approve the receipts and payments made in November 

2020.  Receipts totalled £10,942.25 and payments totalled £15,836.66 

including VAT where applicable. 

  



All minutes are draft until ratified by the Council at the next meeting 

 

Page 3 of 6 

Chairman signature………………………………….       Date…………………………… 

 

C145/20 Bank statements, Corresponding bank reconciliations and trial balance as at 

31 October 2020 

RESOLVED: Members received and approved the bank statements, 

corresponding bank reconciliation and trial balance as at 31 October 

2020. 

C146/20 A member of the public joined the meeting at 19.39. 

   

C147/20 Income & Expenditure against budget as at 30 November 2020 

RESOLVED: To approve the income and expenditure against budget 

report as at 30 November 2020.  To change the wording on budget code 

1106 to read receipts rather than payments. 

  

C148/20 To receive the External Auditors report 2019/2020 

RESOLVED: To receive the External Auditors report to 2019/2020. 

  

C149/20 To confirm that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has been published. 

RESOLVED: To confirm that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit was 

placed on the Council’s website and noticeboards on 9 October 2020. 

   

  Internal Council matters   

C150/20 Managing Unauthorised Encampments Policy 

RESOLVED: That the Council approves and adopts the Managing 

Unauthorised Encampments Policy with the following change.  In point 

12 change the word “owned” to “controlled”. 

 

C151/20 Allotments Advisory Group – Terms of Reference and eligibility criteria 

 RESOLVED: Cllr Ellens abstained from voting on the next items as he is a 

current allotment holder and lives outside of the parish boundary. 

 That the Terms of Reference for the Allotment Advisory Group be 

approved and adopted. 

 Eligibility criteria for Allotment Waiting List were agreed as follows: 

Headley parish residents to take priority on the waiting list above non 

parish residents. 

 Headley parish residents requesting a second or third plot take priority 

over non-residents on the waiting list providing they can prove they are 

able to adequately maintain more than one plot. 

 There should not be a quota of plots held for non-Headley parish 

residents. 

 An amendment to the Allotment Agreement was proposed to the 

repossession clause activated by the Allotment Tenant moving more 

than 3 miles from the Headley parish boundary. Once notice had been 

served on the tenant, the Allotment Association would have the 

discretion to agree a fair departure time frame with the tenant. 

  

C152/20 Finance & Policy Panel – Terms of Reference 

 RESOLVED: That the Terms of Reference for the Finance & Policy Panel 

be approved and adopted. 
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C153/20 To receive an update on the new Parish Council website 

 The new website is up and running but is currently on a temporary URL which 

is why some people may not see it.  The old URL is being transferred to our 

server; we will then be able to transfer the new website onto the old URL.  

Hopefully this will happen by the end of this week. 

 The new website is a lot easier to alter, add items and tweak.   

 Due to the domain name being transferred it is causing problems with the 

Cllr’s emails.  It was hoped that allocating these a temporary email address 
would assist with this but unfortunately it has still encountered problems.  

Thank you to Cllr Tansley for all his hard work and effort in designing and 

producing the website and liaising with the old website controller to obtain 

the domain name and transfer. 

A Vote of Thanks was given to Alistair Young for his dedication in looking after 

and maintaining the old website for many years.  His assistance in working 

with Cllr Tansley to make the changes was much valued.  It was proposed and 

approved to purchase a gift in appreciation. 

  

 Open Space & Sport   

C154/20 The Parish Decoration/Enhancement Working Group  

The Christmas Lights are all up and working and look great at night. 

  

C155/20 Update on the Pavilion Refurbishment  

The Clerk reported that there was nothing new to report.  The S106 

application has been submitted and we are awaiting an outcome on this. 

 

C156/20 A resident joined the meeting at 20.15 and then left again as the item they 

were interested in had already been discussed. 

  

C157/20 To review specific items at the Mill Lane Playing Fields: Trees, Bowling Club 

fence, entrance gates and access between car parks 

RESOLVED: To undertake the following actions: 

Trees – to obtain a tree survey of the whole site from Mark Welby at a 

cost of £490 + Vat. 

Dead Oak tree by field 6 – ask the Diocese and SSE if they will pay to 

have the tree removed as part of the easements works due to take 

place next year.  Should the request not be successful, it was agreed 

that the Parish Council would undertake the works. 

Large Oak tree by the Tennis Court – It was approved at the September 

2020 Council meeting to remove this tree subject to certain conditions. 

Bowling Club fence – To support the installation of a new close board 

fence at a cost of £1,260 with no Vat, split 50/50 with the Bowling Club.  

For the Clerk to investigate alternative fencing for the fence facing the 

Cricket outfield. 

Entrance gates – to move the gates back further into the site by 6ft to 

allow space for a tractor and trailer to leave the road and stop, without 

causing an obstruction, to lock/unlock the gates. 
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Access between the two car parks – the Clerk to investigate all 

restriction options and bring back to a future meeting with costs. 

  

C158/20 SSEN Sub-station at Arford Common / Beech Hill Road: Lease to allow SSEN 

over Parish Council land. 

Cllr Chamberlain stood down from the Chair for this item and Cllr Williams 

took over. 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk register the land at Land Registry.  Once the 

registration has been completed the Clerk to contact SSEN about a new 

lease and them taking on the responsibility to maintain the land. 

 

C159/20 Cllr Chamberlain resumed in the Chair. 

  

C160/20 Request from a resident to install a memorial bench or similar on the Village 

Green 

RESOLVED: That the Parish Council would support this request with a 

recycled plastic bench.  The Clerk to contact the resident to enquire as 

to how much of a donation is to be received and if the resident would 

require a plaque on the bench.  The resident also to be asked if they 

would be happy with the bench being located near the bamboo at the 

top of the steps. 

 

C161/20  Wealden Heath Infrastructure Projects 

RESOLVED: To concentrate on the following items to submit for a grant 

before the end of January 2021. 

Waymarking  

Information Board to be located in the car park by the Village Green 

Gates – hinged rather than kissing gates, we will need to check with 

landowners before any can be changed.  Concern was raised that 

hinged gates can allow motorcycles to pass through. 

  

C162/20 Headley Tennis Club – request to release £25,000 for the resurfacing of the 

tennis courts. 

The Clerk gave a brief update as there had been some new information / 

actions since the report had been circulated to Members.  The Clerk has 

realised that as the work is due to cost more than £25,000 the Council are 

under a legal obligation to advertise the works on the Government website 

Contracts Finder.  The Clerk did this on 9 December giving interested parties 

until 8 January 2021 at 12 noon to submit their quotes/tenders. 

The Clerk will not have sufficient time between opening the quotes/tenders 

on the 8 January and preparing and circulating a report to Members for a 

meeting on the following Monday.  Therefore, a decision on which company 

to use to install the new surfacing will need to wait until the February 2021 

meeting. 

The Clerk has met with one interested party on site and they were concerned 

how access to the courts for machinery was going to be achieved.  The Clerk 

clarified that access would not be given over the Cricket outfield.  The easiest 
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access would be via field 6 if the dead Oak tree has been removed.  It was 

also pointed out that the new surface should not be installed in cold weather 

as the adhesive used to stick it down does not work in cold weather. 

 

Mr Hall from the Tennis Club addressed the meeting and explained that the 

project had now been scaled back due to the lack of external funding 

available and organisations concentrating on supporting Covid-19 grants.  Mr 

Hall explained that the courts need to be resurfaced as they are dangerous 

and slippery when wet. 

RESOLVED:  To bring this item back to the February 2021 Council 

meeting to select a preferred contractor and arrange their 

appointment. 

   

 Council Representatives  

C163/20 Standford Land – Cllr Luff reported that nothing had changed on the land.  

The log is still in place. 

 

C164/20 Exclusion of Press and Public  

 RESOLVED: That in view of the confidential nature of the business 

about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the 

Press and Public be temporarily excluded. 

 

165/20 Cllr Luff and the members of the public left the meeting. 

 

166/20 To receive an update on the lease for the Mill Lane Playing Fields 

 Draft correspondence is still awaited from the Council’s solicitor before 

progress can be made. 

   

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.29pm. 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………date……………………… 


